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Figure 1.2: Public views regarding the three most important challenges facing South Africa
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Figure 2.1: Inflation-adjusted national poverty lines, 2006–2020 (per person, per month)
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Figure 2.2: Overall changes in national poverty rates (2006–2020) 
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Figure 2.3: Trends in US$1.9/day International Poverty Rates (2006–2020)

2006 2009 2011 2015 2020
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Figure 2.4: Poverty headcount by population group on South Africa’s three national poverty lines, 2015
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South Africa 33.3 51 66.8 14 25.1 40 28.4 51 55.5
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Figure 2.5: The percentage of NIDS-CRAM respondents experiencing net job losses or furlough 
between February and April 2020
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Figure 2.6: The prevalence of running out of money to buy food, weekly household hunger and 
weekly child hunger, 2020/2021
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Table 2.2: Multidimensional poverty at a national level, 2001–2016 

Headcount Intensity SAMPI

Source: World Bank, 2018 
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T         C   P  R       
           O  T   

            
        T   C   

            
L     P  R           

      

Table 2.3: Gini Coefficient and Palma Ratio based on per capita expenditure by sex of household 
head; 2006, 2009, 2011 and 2015 

Sex of 
household head 

Y e a r
Gini 
Coefficient 

Palma Ratio 

 
M  T  R

Male 

Female

Total population

Source: Stats SA, 2019b 

T        S  A       
S  A     T   C         

          L     P  R  
            S  A   

  T          S  A   
          I A  
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Table 2.4: Gini Coefficient and Palma Ratio based on per capita expenditure by race group 2006, 
2009, 2011 and 2015 

Race Group Y e a r Gini Coefficient Palma Ratio 

Bottom 40% Middle 50% Top 10% Ratio

Black African

Coloured

Indian/Asian

White

Total population

Source: Stats SA, 2019b

T               M  
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Table 2.5: Gini Coefficient and Palma Ratio based on per capita expenditure by settlement type 
2006, 2009, 2011 and 2015 

Settlement type Y e a r Gini Coefficient Palma Ratio 

Bottom 40% Middle 50% Top 10% Ratio

Urban 

Rural

Total population

Source: Stats SA, 2019b
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Dynamics of income mobility
T              S  A  
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    S  A             
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Figure 2.7: Income contributions to income inequality, 2015
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Table 2.6: Frequency of transmission across income quintiles (multiple imputation estimates) 
between fathers and sons

Son Quintile

Father quintile 1 2 3 4 5

3

Source: World Bank, 2018
*Notes: The values of each row add up to 100.
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Figure 2.8: Income mobility across generations
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           E   
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  S  A            

                
         S  A    

             
     

Table 2.7: Drivers of intergenerational income mobility between fathers and sons

Upward Mobility Downward Mobility

Education

Labour market (occupation skill 
level)

Race

Location (urban/rural/province)

Family Structure

Migration

Neighbourhood variables

Source: World Bank, 2018

Mobility and the middle strata
              

             
S  A             

             .
A      A  O           
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Figure 2.9: Socioeconomic class size between 2008 and 20172
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Figure 2.10: Proportion of households by social class and race group of household head, 2008–2017 
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Figure 2.11: Proportion of households by social class and education level of household head, 2008– 
2017
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Figure 2.12: Social Mobility Index 2020: South Africa and Denmark
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Figure 2.13: Frequency of employment, comparing small and large enterprises, 2014 
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Figure 2.14: Frequency of employment by age, comparing small and large enterprises, 2014 
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Figure 2.15: Wages by firm size, 2014
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Table 2.8: Characteristics of owners by firm size, 2013

Own-
Account

Micro
(1–4)

Small 
(5–9)

Medium
(10–49)

Large
(50+)

SMME
Overall

Ratio of 
SMME to 
large

Female

Youth 
(15–34)

African

Coloured

Indian/
Asian

White

Source: Bhorat et al., 2018
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I    indicates that the presence of small enterprises has grown within the 
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              E   

A  A  I            SMME   
S  A  

Figure 2.16: Percentage contribution to total turnover in the formal sector by enterprise size, 2019
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Figure 2.17: Percentage contribution to total turnover in the formal sector by enterprise size, 
2013–2019 
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Figure 2.18: Percentage contribution to total turnover in the formal business sector by industry and 
enterprise size, 2013 and 2019
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The relevance of education to entrepreneurship
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Table 2.9: Educational levels of early-stage entrepreneurs (aged 18–64 years) in South Africa, 
2001–2017

Educational 
qualification

2001 2005 2009 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

None/primary

Some secondary

Secondary degree

Post-secondary 

Source: Herrington & Kew, 2017/2018 

A  T              
     O   SMME       

         

Table 2.10: Average years of education of owners by firm size, 2013

Own-
Account

Micro
(1–4)

Small 
(5–9)

Medium
(10–49)

Large
(50+)

SMME
Overall

Ratio of 
SMME to 
large

Average 
years of 
education

Source: Bhorat et al., 2018
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neglected in major discussions, establishing a solid social capital base is necessary to inculcate 
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Conclusion and policy recommendations
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CHAPTER THREE
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Figure 3.1: Population by race in 2021
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Figure 3.2: Population by province in 2021

Gauteng
26%

19%

12% 11%

10%

8%

7%
5%

2%

KwaZulu-Natal

Western Cape Eastern Cape

Northern Cape

Mpumalanga

North West
Free State

Northern Cape

Source: Stats SA, 2021a

I  S  A              
         S  A   

        S         
              

      

Living conditions by race
R     A        

               
                

         A       
              

  T     A        
                   
      A      

                 
      I        I     

           T   
   I            

               
   A             

              A  
    



MACRO-SOCIAL REPORT | 2022 6 1

Figure 3.3: Never going without basic necessities by race from 2000 to 2015
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Figure 3.4: Average annual household consumption expenditure by race of household head
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Figure 3.5: Highest level of education completed per population group among ≥20-year-olds in 1996
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Figure 3.6: Educational attainment among individuals aged 25–64 years by race in 2016
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Employment by race and gender
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Figure 3.7: Occupational category by race and gender in 1996
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Table 3.1: National economically active population (EAP) by race and gender 

Male Female Total

 A  A

C C

Indian Indian

Total (male) 55.4% Total (female) 44.6% 100%
Source: CEE, 2021

T   EAP           
            T  

               
          

Table 3.2: Occupational category by race from 2001 to 2020

Occupational Level Period White Black 
African

Coloured Indian

T  

Senior management

P  

T  

Source: CEE, 2018: 3; CEE, 2021
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EAP       A           
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Table 3.3: Top management – total percentage change for women by race from 2000 to 2020

Group 2000 (%) 2020 (%) Total % point change

 A

C

Indian

Source: CEE, 2021; MSR, 2006

Table 3.4: Top management – total percentage change for men by race from 2000 to 2020

Group 2000 (%) 2020 (%) Total % point change

Male

 A

C

Indian 

Source: CEE, 2021; MSR, 2006

Figure 3.8: Senior management by race and gender from 2018 to 2020
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Figure 3.9: Public opinion on positive race relations from 2003 to 2017
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Figure 3.10: Perceptions regarding reconciliation progress
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Figure 3.11: Perceived responsibility for facilitating reconciliation
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Figure 3.12: Percentages of first languages in South Africa
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Table 3.5: First language by province

Language (first) WC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP SA
Afrikaans
E
I
I
I
Sepedi
Sesotho
Setswana
Sign language
S
T

O
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Source: Stats SA, 2011
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Table 3.6: Languages spoken inside and outside the household by race

 A C I A South Africa

Inside O Inside O Inside O Inside O Inside O

Afrikaans

English

IsiNdebele

IsiXhosa

IsiZulu

Khoi, Nama 
and San 
languages

Sepedi

Sesotho

Setswana

Sign language
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 A C I A South Africa

Inside O Inside O Inside O Inside O Inside O

Siswati

Tshivenda

Xitsonga

O t h e r

Total 
Percentage
Total 
(Thousands)

Source: Stats SA, 2018
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Figure 4.1: Population pyramid for 2004
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Figure 4.2: Population pyramid for 2014
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Figure 4.3: Population pyramid for 2021
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Table 4.1: 1996 to 2020 change in population totals

C         

1 9 9 6 Male T

Total Pop

Total 60+       

2001 Male T

Total Pop

Total 60+  

2011 Male T

Total Pop

Total 60+

2016 Male Female Total

Total Pop

Total 60+

2020* Male Female Total

Total Pop

Total Pop
Source: Stats SA, 1996, 2001a, 2011a, 2016a, 2020c
* Mid-year population estimates were used
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Table 4.2: South African country score card – Global Gender Gap Report (South Africa)

INDICATOR Females Males World Rank

Economic participation and opportunity 

L      

      – –

E     

L      

P     

Educational attainment 6 9

L   

E     

E     

E     

Health and survival 3 7

S     – –

    

Political empowerment 1 4

   

    

       – –
Source: WEF, 2021
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   M  A  T  T    A   S  O  M  

MATTSO    T             
            

            
    

I        L T       
         T      

            L     
T               S  A   

  L T IA             
    I            

         E    

Disability dynamics 
T               MSR     

        S  A          
            

  T              
        T       

          T         
              
    T            

       

             
T               
S  S   SS           S  SA  T   

    

Table 4.3: Overall disability prevalence in South Africa for moderate and severe disabilities (UN 
disability index for WG SS)

Data source

CASE S  

C  

C  

C  S  
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P              
 T             

  C     CASE S         
               

   S   S         T   
      

Table 4.4: Total prevalence of disability by age (UN disability index for WG SS)

Age category CASE 1998 Census 2001 Census 2011 Community 
Survey 2016

Table 4.5: Total prevalence by sex (UN disability index for WG SS)

Sex CASE 1998 Census 2001 Census 2011 Community 
Survey 2016

Male

T                
             A    

                 
               

     T         T  
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Table 4.6: Prevalence by population group (UN disability index for WG SS)

Population group CASE 1998 Census 2001 Census 2011 Community 
Survey 2016

 A

C

I A

O

I              I A    
  C      C  S  E    C  

S          A       
    I A        P    

             
            

         

Trends in key markers of disability inclusion: Socio-demographic trends
T                

           

             
frameworks

generic inclusion measures such as accessibility of public buildings and spaces, 
       

    

T                     
      

                
            

          T     
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Table 4.7: Proportion of people with disabilities with no schooling by sex and population group (%) 
(N=people with disabilities 20 years and older at the time of interview)

Date Black 
African 
men

Black 
African 
women

Coloured 
men

Coloured 
women

Indian/
Asian 
men

Indian/ 
Asian 
women

White 
men

White 
women

* Not fully comparable to 2001 measures of education 
**No measures reflecting no education 
Source: Commission for Gender Equality 2001, 2021; Stats SA 2001c, 2011c, 2016b; CASE 2000

Table 4.8: Proportion of children and young adults with disabilities who do not attend school (%)

Date Preschool Primary school High school Vocational 
training

         

5–24-year-olds not attending school – level of schooling unspecified

* Figures were given for individual age years. The middle age for each level of basic schooling was used as a proxy for primary 
and high school and five-year-olds for preschool 

T                  
                

                 
    C               

                  
        

T     C  S      S  SA     
   C   

L         TCIII     
                  

       TCIII        
          O        
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T                
 I                

         T   
    

Table 4.9: Proportion of persons with disabilities, employed and unemployed (15–65 years)
(percentage by sex)

Date Employed Unemployed Not economically 
active

Not applicable

Male Male Male Male

*The 2011 Census and 2016 Community Survey did not analyse the data by employment status but rather by household wealth 
status, which does not indicate individual level employment status 

O               T  
             

        A       
             C   

E  E  CEE           
             

     

T              
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              A   
                  

                
  

T                
             
    O              
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•          
•            
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The COVID-19 context
T              CO I      S  
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       S  A   CO I    
        S     
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 R                

     CO I      

T           CO I    
        CO I        
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Conclusion
I                   

       T       S  A  
               
     T        

          M  I   
S  R  MISTRA   T   I  S  A  S    

              
            I     

areas considered, the key challenges are not for new policies but rather for engagement with 
                

    I           
         

O                  
                  

     T            
    I  L  O  ILO      E  

 E   I         CO I   
                 

 A               
     S  A         
              

                
  S     S        

           
        S  A    

             
  

T     S  A             
               CO I  

      S  A           
            M     

S   I             
           I      

       S   

C            O   
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 A            
    O     

A               
                 

            T  CO I   
deleterious though it clearly is in a range of ways, may assist our thinking about disability 

               S  
A      
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CHAPTER FIVE 

MI RATIO  CA SES O  MORTALIT  
A  CRIME

T             
                 
               

               
    T           

                
             

 T              
        I         

     S  A  P        
                

  

Internal migration
Human geographic mobility is high in South Africa, as people engage in both permanent and 

     M       
  E             

       S  A      
       M     S  A    

         C  

T                 
      I        

        S  A   
              I    

                   



MACRO-SOCIAL REPORT | 2022110

      A           C   
                

C                 
             M     

                     
              T  E  C   
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Table 5.1: Distribution of the provincial share of the total population

Province 2006
%

2011
%

2016
%

2020
%

E  C

 S

 

L

Mpumalanga

 C

 

 C

T

Source: Stats SA, 2020a

T                 
           
  L    E  C           

              C  
            T  E  C  

                
  C       C     S  SA    T  

            
        E  C        
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Demographics of migration 
T          S  A    

     

Provincial migration patterns 
T         C        

             
    C          

  T  E  C   L     S   
        T          

E  C            L    
               

     T       S     
               
    

Table 5.2: Estimated provincial migration streams 

Province 2006-2011
Net migration

2011-2016
Net migration

2016-2021
Net migration

E  C  
 S

L
Mpumalanga

 C
 

 C

Source: Stats SA, 2020a: 15–16 (Provincial estimates are developed based on a five-year cohort component method)

    C           
              

     P              C  
     T          

              
         E    C    

               
    S  SA    
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T            C     E  
C         M        

     L          E  
C      M           

         C    C  T      
        T   E   

             
T       C            

     

Table 5.3: Inter-provincial migrants’ previous province of residence and current province of residence

Previous 
Province

Current province of residence
Percentage

 WC  EC  NC  FS  KZN  NW  GAU  MPU  LIM

WC  A        

EC  53.64 A     14.22   

NC  A       

FS   A       

KZN     A  19.30   

NW     A     

G A U  20.95     A   

MPU     11.15  A  

LIM     30.92   A

T          

Note: Intra-provincial migrants and international migrants are excluded
Source: Kleinhans & Yu, 2020: 35. This study is based on the 2011 Census Data (most recent census at the time of writing), which 
is the primary source of data for measuring internal migration.

A              
        C     

           A       
              
               

         C  I     C  T  
             
         C      
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Figure 5.1: Urbanisation 2009–2019
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Migration and urbanisation
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Figure 5.2: Registered deaths, 2005–2017

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Stats SA 599.85 614.41 605.45 598.49 584.27 551.82 517.93 495.53 477.46 477.48 474.17 470.39 446.54
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Figure 5.3: Sex distribution of deaths, 2005–2017

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Male 50.4 50.6 51.0 51.2 51.4 51.5 51.7 52.2 52.4 52.4 52.7 52.8 52.8

Female 49.6 49.4 49 48.8 48.6 48.5 48.3 47.8 47.6 47.6 47.3 47.2 47.1

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55
Pe

rc
en

ta
ge

 (%
)

Source: Stats SA, 2020c

Table 5.4: Distribution of death by age (2007, 2013, 2017)

Percentage death by age
Age 2007 2013 2017

5 9
10 1 4
1 5 1 9
20 24
25 29
30 3 4
3 5 3 9
40 4 4
4 5 4 9
50 5 4
5 5 5 9
60 6 4
6 5 6 9
70+

Excluding deaths with unspecified age
Source: Stats SA, 2009, 2014, 2020c
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Causes of deaths
C               

         S  A  T     
             

    T             
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 Table 5.5: Percentage distribution of deaths – natural vs unnatural

Causes 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2017

Unnatural   

Natural  

Total        

Source: Stats SA, 2020c 
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deaths was assault              
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Figure 5.4: Non-natural causes of death 2017
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Table 5.6: Ten leading underlying natural causes of death

Causes of death 2007 2012 2017 

Rank Number % Rank Number % Rank Number %

Tuberculosis
Influenza & 
pneumonia

 

Intestinal infectious 
diseases

3       

Heart diseases (other 
forms)

  

Cerebrovascular 
diseases

 3  3

Diabetes mellitus  

Lower respiratory 
diseases 

 

Disorders – immune 
mechanism /2012 
& 2017 – Other viral 
diseases

    
                      

HIV  

Ischaemic heart 
disease

   

Hypertensive 
diseases
Other natural causes    

Non-natural causes      

All causes     

Sources: Stats SA, 2009, 2014, 2020a
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Figure 5.5: Four leading underlying causes of death, 1–14 years: 2013 and 2017
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Figure 5.6: Four leading underlying causes of death, 15–44 years: 2013 and 2017
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Figure 5.7: Four leading underlying causes of death, 45–64 years: 2013 and 2017
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Figure 5.8: Four leading underlying causes of death, 65+ years: 2013 and 2017
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COVID-19
T     CO I    M           

             S  A  A    
 S  A  M  R  C  SAMRC           
    CO I             
        T   CO I      
     IC   A   SAMRC       

  S  A      CO I  T      
      CO I           

     T            
             

    

T            M         
   E  C            
    C       S      

      S  A        
           C   

Table 5.7: Excess deaths, 3 May 2020–3 July 2021

Region Excess deaths Excess deaths per 100,000
population

South Africa

Province

E  C

 S

L

Mpumalanga

 C  

 

 C

Source: SAMRC, 2021



MACRO-SOCIAL REPORT | 2022 127

Concerns about the health care system
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social determinants of health, common to the main causes of premature mortality in South 
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Crime trends and the criminal justice system
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Figure 5.9: Total crimes in South Africa (2011-2020)

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total crimes (million) 2.12 2.13 2.15 2.18 2.19 2.12 2.11 2.09 2.0 1.91
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Source: Crime Stats SA, 2020 (numbers are rounded off to the second decimal)
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Figure 5.10: Annual murder rate, 2007–2020
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Table 5.8: Rate of other common crimes (selected years)

Crime 2006/2007
Numbers

2011/2012
Numbers

2015/2016
Numbers

2019/2020
Numbers
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Source: SA Police Service, 2020
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Reporting of crimes
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Table 5.9: Reporting of crimes

Crimes 2010
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2018/9
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Stats SA, 2018; Stats SA, 2014b; Stats SA, 2020b



MACRO-SOCIAL REPORT | 2022132

Public approval of and trust in the criminal justice system
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Figure 5.11: Trust in the police and the courts, 2006–2020
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Police misconduct and leadership crises 
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Trends in household and family make-up
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Table 6.1: Household types in percentages
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E

 

Single

O

Source: Stats SA, 2012; Stats SA, 2019 
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Table 6.2: Percentage distribution of inter-generational households by province, 2019

C EC C S P MP LP RSA

S  

T  

Double 

Single 

Single person

Source: Stats SA, 2019
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Table 6.3: Percentage households across dwelling types

 T  
dwelling

Informal 
dwelling

O

C  

C  

C  S  

C  

S 

Source: Stats SA, 2012; Stats SA, 2019 

Table 6.4: Households by race and type of dwelling (proportions), 1996 and 2017 (%)

O  T

Housing type

 

Informal housing

T  
   

 

O    

* Other races include coloured, Asian/Indian and white
Source: Stats SA in Makombo, 2019
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Table 6.5: Marital or relationship status for individuals aged 18 years and older, 2019 (%)
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Status Male Male Male Male Male

Single

 
or 
separated
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together
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Married

Source: Stats SA, 2019
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Table 6.6: Digital users in South Africa (in millions)

 

Internet   

Social media  

Mobile internet

Mobile social media

Source: Datareportal, 2021
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Table 6.7: Percentage of households with access to the internet at home, or for which at least one 
member has access to or used the internet by province, 2019

C EC C S P MP LP RSA
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At home

Source: Stats SA, 2019
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Table 6.8: Perceptions regarding social media and society, SARB 2019 (%)

Statements Agree Disagree Neither Agree 
nor Disagree

Don’t know

People should be allowed 
     

     
media

   
allowed to close down social 

   
T  I    
they feel that it undermines 

 

T    
be allowed to monitor my 

   

I    
with people on social media 

    
    

mine

S      

S     
in keeping those in power 
accountable

S     
  

Source: IJR, 2019

Community, religion and social organisation
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T         I         
           S  A    
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Table 6.9: Order of barriers to interracial interaction
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L

 

  

  

   

Source: IJR, 2019
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Table 6.10: Percentage frequency of interracial interaction
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or retail 
spaces

Public 

spaces

  
study

Social 
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Public 
transport
spaces

Home

R

S

O

Always

Source: IJR, 2019
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Table 6.11: Percentage distribution of religious affiliation by province, 2015
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African religions 
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Table 6.12: Xenophobic violence incidents by province, 1994–2018

Province Number of incidents

C  

EC  

C  
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P  

MP  

LP  

Total:  

Source: Mlilo and Misago, 2019: 3 
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Table 6.13: Citizens’ political participation, SARB 2019 (%)

Have done it No, but I would 
if I had the 
opportunity

No, and would never 
do this
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other community leaders about an 
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newspaper to complain about an 
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Table 6.14: Voter turnout at successive national elections (1999-2019)
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Table 6.15: Voter turnout as a proportion of VAP
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