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Lesbian, bisexual, and queer (LBQ+) women around the world face widespread yet under-documented violence and discrimination 
from security forces, family members, and other private individuals, as well as discrimination at work, in land and property rights, 
health services, migration and resettlement, and unequal access to justice. 

“This Is Why We Became Activists” is a groundbreaking investigation into violence and discrimination endured by LBQ+ women and 
non-binary people around the world, based on 66 interviews with LBQ+ leaders in 26 countries and extensive background research 
in both women’s rights and LGBT rights. The investigation found ten key areas of LBQ+ rights abuses for which there is immediate 
need for research, funding, and policy reform. 

These include: forced and coerced marriage of LBQ+ women to men; labor rights and sexual violence at work; violence by law 
enforcement against masculine-presenting women; unequal property, inheritance, and land rights; legal restrictions on women’s 
movement; violent attacks on LBQ+ couples in public; parental rights and access to fertility treatment; access to sexual, reproductive, 
and mental health services; sexual assault and follow-up care; barriers to asylum; access to justice; and attacks against LBQ+ human 
rights defenders.   
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