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SowetoTheatre:10-yearsofbringingtheartstotheheartofJoburg

ProgrammeDirector

MemberoftheMayoralCommitteeforCommunityDevelopment,CllrRonaldHarris

CEOofJoburgCityTheatres,MsXoliswaNduneni-Ngema

GM ofSowetoTheatre,MrVincentMotau

CityandEntityOfficials

NtateSipho“Hotstix”MabuseandourgloriousLegends.

Whatabeautifuldayitistocelebratetheartswithsomeofthegreatswhohave

contributedtoitsenrichmentandempowerment.

NotonlyarewecelebratingJoburgandSouthAfrica’sworld-renownedartists,but

wearedoingsowhiletheystillstandwithus,anddoingwhattheyloveusthrough

everynotetheysingandplay.

Weshouldgiveourlegendstheirflowerswhilethey’rewithus.

Indeed,todaywechoosetogiveyouyourflowerswhileyouliveandbreathe.

Ourkindwordsshouldnotonlybesavedforwhenwestandbyyourgraves,butour

expressionofgratitudeandpraiseshouldbedoneondayslikethis;andeveryday
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goingforward,whilerememberlegendsoftheartsthathaveleftus.

ProgrammeDirector,

Ten-yearsoftheSowetoTheatreisanamazingachievement,itdispelstheideathat

SouthAfricans,JoburgersandresidentsofSowetoarenotwillingtopayforand

supportthearts.Infact,today’scelebrationsaffirm thenotionthattheartsarealive

andkickinginthetownshipsandacrosstheCity.

Peoplefrom acrosstheCityhaveconvergedonSowetotonotonlysaythatthe

SowetoTheatrehasagloriousdecadebehinditbutalsotoloudlystatethatthere

aremanymoregooddecadesaheadforthishubofthearts.

ItisalsofittingthatwecelebrateourlegendsduringHeritageMonth.

Heritageisourinheritance;theartsisourinheritance,anditiswhatwewillbequeath

tomanymoregenerationstocome.

TheJabulaniAmphitheatreispartofourheritage,ithashostedsomeofthemost

historicalmomentsinourquestforajust,free,andfairsociety.

ItwasherethattherevolutionforademocraticSouthAfricawasintensified,when

AmbassadorZindziMandela,thenonly25-yearsold,readoutaletterbythelate

PresidentMandela,whorejectedP.W Botha’sconditionsforhisrelease.

Theworkyouaredoingheremaynotnecessarilybeapoliticalrevolution,butitis

certainlyaculturalrevolutionthatisfarfrom complete.

ProgrammeDirector,

IntheshortperiodthatIhavebeenExecutiveMayorofJoburg,Ihaveseenfartoo

manyartists,youngandold,passonwithverylittletotheirnames.Thesewere

talentedcustodiansoftheartswhowerenotgiventheirflowerswhiletheywerealive.

Yourfight–ourfight–istoensurethattheartsreceiveitsrightfulandfairshare,so

thatthestrugglesoftheLegendswearecelebratingheretodayaren’tthesame

strugglesofyoungerartists.InthatfightyouhaveapartnerinmeandtheJoburg

Multi-PartyGovernment.

ProgrammeDirector,
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Sports,ArtsandCulture,aretoalargeextentanunfundedmandateoftheCity,and

wearenotgettingourrightfulandfairsharefrom theotherspheresofgovernment,

despitethecontributionwemake;andwearethereforechallengingNationaland

ProvincialspheresofgovernmenttounlocktheresourcesneededsothatastheCity

wecanbuildmoreSowetoTheatresacrossJoburgtosupportandempowerthearts.

ProgrammeDirector,

IwanttothankallTheLegendsforthecontributiontheyhavemadeandcontinueto

maketotheCityandcountry.

Ihaveimmeasurableloveandrespectforyoueachoneofyou,andIcansafelysay

thateveryoneherefeelsthesame.

Happy10-yearstotheSowetoTheatre!

Thankyou.Kealeboga.Godblessyouall.

ENDS…
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Director:MayoralCommunication
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