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General notices • alGemene KennisGewinGs

INDEPENDENT COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY OF SOUTH AFRICA

NOTICE  47 OF 2021



1. The success of International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT) 20201 networks 

are dependent on harmonised mobile spectrum across three categories of 

frequency bands, which are: sub -1 GHz, 1 -6 GHz, and above 6 GHz. Millimetre 

wave spectrum has the potential to transform the mobile broadband 

experience with ultra -high speeds and low latencies. The extent of mobile 

access to millimeter wave spectrum and the ability of mobile operators to 

deliver on the true potential of IMT2020 was under consideration at the World 

Radiocommunication Conference 2019 (WRC 19). 

3. Further, WRC -19 identified the frequency band 4800 -4990 MHz for use by 

administrations wishing to implement terrestrial IMT systems in countries 

(including South Africa) listed in the ITU Radio Regulations Article 5 footnote 

No 5.441B. The band is also allocated to Mobile on all 3 ITU Regions which 

makes it attractive for global IMT use. 

5. Furthermore, the Authority is receiving complaints regarding harmful 

interference caused to primary services (such as satellite downlinks) in the 

3600 - 3800MHz band; and continued licensing of Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) 

in the band will exacerbate harmful interference experienced by primary 

services in the band. 
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