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SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY

DECLARATION OF THE BUSHMANSKLOOF ROCK PAINTING LANDSCAPE,
CLANWILLIAM, WESTERN CAPE AS A NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE

By virtue of the powers vested in the South African Heritage Resources Agency, in terms of
section 27 (5) of the National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999) SAHRA hereby
declares the Bushmanskloof Rock Painting Landscape as a National Heritage Site.

Statement of Significance

Bushmanskloof encompasses a Rock Painting Archaeological Landscape that bears graphic
testimony to the complete social, political, spiritual and economic history of Stone Age hunter
gatherers and Khoekhoe-speaking pastoralists, who inhabited the region for at least the past
10 000 years.

The first instances in the world of direct dating of rock art by Accelerator Mass Spectrometry
was achieved from one of the rock painting sites on the reserve during the 1980s, and the
exceptional state of preservation of material used at the painted sites provides rare
opportunities for direct dating of the art. The rock paintings coupled with the existence of
undisturbed, related archaeological deposits within numerous painted shelters, makes
Bushmanskloof a landscape with exceptional archaeological research potential.

Numerous sites are characterised by painted imagery that exhibits outstanding clarity of
colours and remarkably high levels of detail, along with a great volume of painted figures and
a profusion of physically large figures and other, enigmatic imagery, making Bushmanskloof
a Rock Painting Landscape of outstanding aesthetic significance.

The sites are located within a near-pristine natural environment with effective access control,
and where scientific research is actively encouraged. Site visits are facilitated by trained
guides, and benefit from regular conservation monitoring, as part of a conservation
management plan that been implemented for more than a decade. Allowing for unique
research into the efficacy of preventative heritage conservation measures.

Bushmanskloof therefore represents a unique combination of extraordinary aesthetic value
and scientific research value, in a single, undisturbed landscape.
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The demarcation of the sites are as follows:
Site Name | Erf No/Farm | Province | Nearest Municipality Survey Figure Deed
Town Local District | Diagram
Bushmans | Farm 633 WC Clanwilliam | Cedarberg | West 1868/2004 | ABCDEFGHJD | 1899/
kloof Rock Coast KLMNPQRST | 2017
Painting UVWXYZA1B1
Landscape C1D1E1F1 g
middle of
Bidouw River |
K1L1MIN1P1
Q1R1S1T1U1
VIW1X1Y1Z1
A2B2C2D2E2F
2G2H2
Remainder of | WC Clanwilliam | Cedarberg | West 1868/2004 | EDJHGF 1899/
Farm Uitkyk Coast 2017
138
Remainder of | WC Clanwilliam | Cedarberg | West 1755/1962 | ABC 1899/
Farm Coast 2017
Zandbrug 137
Portion 2 of WC Clanwilliam | Cedarberg | West 4651/1961 | ABCDEFGDHJ | 1899/
Farm Sevilla Coast KLMN 2017
135
Clanwilliam,
END
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