Important statement by PYA leaders running as candidates in Wits University SRC
elections

As the Progressive Youth Alliance prepares to contest the 2017/2018 Wits
University Student Representative Councii (SRC) elections, we recommit ourseives to

We are aware that other organizations do not appreciate internationalism, international
solidarity or the need to support students and causes in other countries. However, we
remain resolute that internationalism is a fundamental pillar in our outlook and from al|
feedback, our students at Wits are a caring community that does involve itseif with the

The yolk of imperialism, colonialism and apartheid that impaled our countries history
and continues to Suppress the interests of black working class Africans, and students in

As the month of revolutionary anti-apartheid staiwart and President Oliver Reginald
Kaizana Tambo (OR) is upon us, the Wits PYA 1 5 reaffirms its support for all international

policies.

We the PYA 15 believe that boycotting apartheid Israel is kernel to overthrowing the
Israeli regime and liberating the Palestinians, this is the least that we can do. Thus, in line
with the resolutions in Support of the BDS movement by the national structures of
SASCO, MSA, YCL and ANCYL (the components of the PYA) and in line with the 2012



we, as the PYA 15, affirm our support to the Palestinian cause and pledge not to accept
any Israeli propaganda trip or to collaborate with pro-Israel organizations during our term.
No member of the PYA 15, either as a candidate, SRC members or member of any PYA
structures will sell out the Palestinian cause and defy the resolutions of SASCO, the Wits
SRC, SAUS, the ANC, YCL and MSA by going on these propaganda junkets to Israel.

We also call on the Israeli lobby in South Africa to stop patronizing black South Africans
with #seelsraelforyourself trips that aim to obscure, mislead, undermine and misrepresent
the plight of the Palestinians. If money can be wasted attempting to deceive black
students then that money can be used to fund our accommodation, food, and tuition fee
crises. Neither our students nor our solidarity is for sale.

Forward to the championing of the the cause of oyr students!

Forward to internationalism and our interconnectedness as students!

Yours in solidarity,

Wits PYA 15
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