
The Minister of Environmental Affairs intends introducing the National Environmental Management Laws
Amendment Bill, 2017 in Parliament during April 2017. An explanatory summary of the Bill is hereby
published in accordance with Rule 241 (1) (c) of the Rules of the National Assembly.

A copy of the draft Bill can also be obtained from Mr Sibusiso Shabalala.
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preparation, evaluation, adoption and review of prescribed environmental

management instruments, including any minimum requirements for information and

any conditions in such instrument. The clause also requires the Minister

responsible for environmental affairs to keep a national register of all environmental
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empowered to monitor compliance and enforce

environmental legislation, but also any provincial environmental management

legislation. The clause further amends section 31 H to empower environmental
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not apply to land where wild animals are kept for conservation purposes. The

implication is that where wild animals escape

longer the custodian of those animals.
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This clause is a consequential amendment deleting the offence regarding residue

stockpiles and residue deposits. These stockpiles and deposits are no longer

regulated under NEMWA, but under NEMA. The clause also creates an offence a
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Environmental System the Minister responsible for mineral resources is the licensing

authority for environmental authorisations so far as the listed activities are directly

related to prospecting or exploration of a mineral or petroleum resource and primary
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legislation; to empower the Minister to prescribe a Code of Conduct for

environmental management inspectors and environmental mineral and petroleum

inspectors; to provide clarity that an environmental mineral and petroleum
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