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SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY
DECLARATION OF CONSTITUTION HILL AS NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE

By virtue of the powers vested in the South African Heritage Resources Agency, in terms of
section 27 (5) of the National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999) SAHRA hereby
declares the Old Fort, Women’s Gaol, the Constitutional Court, on the remainder of Portion
69 of Farm Braamfontein 53 IR, Gauteng and Number 4&5 Prison on the remainder of
Portions 68 & 69 of Farm Braamfontein 53 IR, Gauteng. as National Heritage Sites.

Statement of Significance

The former prison and military fort at Constitution Hill bears testimony to over a hundred
years of South Africa’s turbulent past of oppression, gross human rights violations and the
extent that oppressive governments would go to in enforcing controls to suppress those
opposing their policies. Prisoners incarcerated here included many world-renowned men and
women who stood and fought against suppression. The wide range of prisoners included
Prisoners of War during the South African War (or second Anglo Boer War), striking white
mineworkers, protestors against South Africa joining the Allies in World War 1, to those
opposing colonial and Apartheid oppressive laws such as Mahatma Ghandi, participants in
the Defiance Campaigns and other anti pass protests, the 156 Treason Trial accused,
women involved in Struggle and students from the Soweto Student Uprisings and thousands
of men and women who transgressed petty apartheid laws. With the development of the
Constitutional Court on the site after 1994 new meaning of hope and democracy was given
to the site and juxtaposes the brutal past of the prison, contrasting the injustices with
prevalence and protection of justice, a place where all freedoms were once stripped away to
a place where human rights and freedoms are enshrined and protected.

Schedule
The demarcation of Constitution Hill is as follow

Site Name

Erf No / Farm

Province

Town

Municipality

The Old Fort

Remainder of Portion 69 of the
Farm Braamfontein 53 IR

Gauteng

Johannesburg

City of
Johannesburg

Number 4 &5
Prison

Remainder of Portion 68 & 69 of
the Farm Braamfontein 53 IR

Gauteng

Johannesburg

City of
Johannesburg

Women’s Gaol

Remainder of Portion 69 of the
Farm Braamfontein 53 IR

Gauteng

Johannesburg

City of
Johannesburg

Constitutional
Court

Remainder of Portion 69 of the
Farm Braamfontein 53 IR

Gauteng

Johannesburg

City of
Johannesburg

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za
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