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	1.
	ARTS AND CULTURE 

	This award honours an individual who has made contribution to the area of Arts and Culture in South Africa, promoting unity, tolerance, integration, and inspires progressive dialogue that enhances social cohesion.
	Delfina Ester Raimundo Munguambe

	Born in the village of Fomento, outside Matola in Mozambique, Delfina arrived in South Africa in 1998 to join her son’s father.  Her son is now 20-year old son and she owns a small salon in Ebony Park, Midrand. This woman has shown great contribution towards the people in the area and she is the embodiment of Ubuntu. She is teaches drama, dance and poems to the children from various charity centres around Tembisa. She is always willing to help other vulnerable South Africans with food, money, clothes, etc. During this year’s International Mandela Day she gave presents to elderly people and pampered them with a nail treatment out of her own pocket. She also contributes towards building a better community by teaching youth to does basic beading work. She is an exemplary to other foreign nationals and is credited for investing so much in the youth of South Africa that when there are beauty contests and other events where youth are involved, she donates traditional earrings, free salon services and some clothes to the aged. Every year on Women's Day and Valentine's Day she gives all the women earrings. Delfina speaks a few of local languages such as Zulu, Xhosa, Sepedi, Tswana, Tsonga, and English and can deliver a speech in most of the South African languages with ease. She is a mother, friend and sister to her host community. 



	
	
	
	Chiedza Mhende

	
Chiedza Mhende hails from Zimbabwe and landed the Generation Legacy acting role depicting the character of a young man Wandile Radebe in the popular SABC 1 soapie, watched every weekday by millions of South Africans. 

She has captivated the audience and fooled viewers who believed she was a boy and just as they were getting to grips with her boy role in the soapie, Wandile’s character has changed into that of a woman called Wandi. In fact, her portraying of the new role as Wandi in the soapie has helped South Africans to understand better the issues of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) community and dealing with the “coming out of the closet” backlash and stigma. 
Chiedza has a BA in live performance from the SA School of Motion Picture Medium and Live Performance. 


	
	
	
	Ali Kiba

	Ali Kiba is a Tanzanian singer, songwriter, record producer. He is one of the few musicians who can challenge diamond platinum in the throne of the best musician in Tanzania, and most recently he won the 2016 MTV EMA’s Best African Act. I believe that such an individual would bring further recognition to South Africa, as and when he visits because of his major presence.







	2.
	BUSINESS 

	This category celebrates an individual whose business is aligned to the South African National Development Plan and encompasses the key focus areas of economic development and job creation.
	 (Bliss Chemicals)
Shoaib Iqbal
	Bliss Brands (Pty) Ltd was officially opened in 2003 by Mr Shoaib Iqbal the Managing Director in Wadeville, Gauteng, South Africa. Bliss has been trading for 11 years manufacturing, selling, marketing and distributing MAQ Washing Powder and other products in the Fabric, Kitchen and Personal Care categories both nationally and internationally. Mr Iqbal had been involved in trading in Africa for many years and wanted to open a manufacturing company in Africa and decided on South Africa. Bliss Brands is 100% foreign investment and a family owned business with MAQ washing powder being a South African product manufactured on the premises in Wadeville, Gauteng. With a change in democracy in South Africa and a policy of ‘free-trade’, an obvious gap was identified in the South African market. The consumer had limited options available when it came to washing powders and it was evident to Mr Iqbal that despite perception it was not impossible to offer the South African market an affordable branded quality washing powder. In addition to being good for consumers who now have a choice within this market, the launch of MAQ has also assisted the economy of South Africa.

Bliss Chemicals (Pty) Ltd is a well-established and one of the leading manufacturers of Spray Dried Washing Powder in South Africa. Its highly skilled technical team is always busy in manufacturing Premium Quality Washing Powder with best raw materials on state-of-the-art plant. Their aim is to supply consumers the best quality detergent at affordable price. Operating Since 2003, the company employs approximately 300 South African nationals in the manufacturing, selling, marketing and distribution of MAQ Washing Powder nationally and exporting to Mozambique, Angola, Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho and Namibia.


	
	
	
	(Umsinsi Health Care)
Amanda Jane Wide
	Umsinsi Health Care is a medical device company based in South Africa whose MD is Amanda Jane Wilde, a foreign national from the United Kingdom. The company markets and sells ConvaTec's globally-recognised Wound Care, Faecal Incontinence and Stoma (Ostomy) brands throughout South Africa and its immediate surrounding markets. They are the first company in South Africa to adopt the John Lewis Partnership Business Model (UK) as an integral part of an innovative transformation strategy for sustainable growth, powered by diversity. Since its inception in 2008, Umsinsi Health Care surpassed many expectations, growing from R26m to R75m in seven years. The company employs 29 people 27 of whom are South Africans.

	
	
	
	Alec Nyatanga
	The nominee has been involved in the roll out of ICT infrastructure in previously disadvantaged areas working tirelessly with local communities providing employment opportunities to hundreds of unemployed South African youth. His company, Metallux Infrastructure Solutions Africa has also created several permanent and decent employment opportunities for South Africans despite being a small enterprise. 

	3.
	CIVIL SOCIETY/ NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION

	This category honours an individual who works in civil society to advance the development of fellow migrants, thus contributing to a united and developmental South Africa.
	Abdikadir Khalif Mohamed

	Abdikadir Khalif Mohamed came to South Africa more than 10 years ago as an asylum seeker. This person has been instrumental in the integration of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees in South Africa. He has recognised the disadvantaged position of migrants, as well as the potential contributions they have to offer to the country. Potential contributions that unfortunately remain     unexploited. 

This winning candidate has worked directly with migrants themselves, providing them with direct emergency assistance, training and workshops or volunteering his time as an interpreter at hospitals, civil society or in contact with government institutions. He has tirelessly brought migrant entrepreneurs and South African entrepreneurs together in order to promote social cohesion, business linkage and conflict resolution. He furthermore is an active lobbyist with all relevant stakeholders to promote the rights of migrants. In short, he feels at home with the migrant communities as well as with the South Africans, and strives to integrate the two ever closer. He does so from the alleys of the informal settlements, and the streets of the CBD of Pretoria, to the government board rooms, Embassies and High Commissions in the capital.

	
	
	
	Matthew Mensah 

	Matthew Mensah works with an organisation (The House Group Orphanage) that aims to rescue and shelter abandoned, destitute and neglected children, and provide them with therapy, development services and reintegration into normal life. This organisation, which accommodates orphan girls from all over Africa, has been able to count on his support for years. 

The Orphanage and the Stop Child Trafficking campaign is supported by leading music artist Tiwa Savage (Tiwatope Savage-Balogun) and Mr Mensah, a Ghanaian by birth, who is an outstanding human being who has dedicated his health, wealth and time into uplifting the lives of impoverished children across Africa.

He initiated several admirable initiatives, such as “Stop Child Trafficking Day” and the Orphanage Africa Campaign, even before arriving in South Africa. His contribution to the well-being of migrant children in the country, and particularly of orphans and victims of trafficking, has been indisputable. Our nominee’s own history is one of migration, including Ghana, Denmark, Liberia and now South Africa.

	
	
	
	Pius Okiror
	Pius Okiror is the manager of The Haven Night Shelter in Cape Town. He is typically described as someone who goes well beyond that call of duty to help those who are destitute and homeless, in order to help restore dignity and a sense of self-worth. He is passionate, committed and determined to deliver the best possible assistance to the shelter’s beneficiaries, ranging from rehabilitation, training, employment mediation, reunification and reintegration. Having come to South Africa himself as a migrant, he has worked on supporting those who have fallen upon hard times for the past 10 years, and making sure that others like him don’t have to live on the streets. A true people-person, he is able to connect, coach and mentor his colleagues and the beneficiaries. His broad range of skills allows him with unparalleled precision and momentum, to find the humanity within lost people as well as the lost people within the city. 

	4.
	SPORT

	This category celebrates an individual who has used their role in Sport to unify communities and significantly contribute to nation building. 
	Khama Billiat

	The Zimbabwe international striker has enjoyed a Herculean year. He helped Mamelodi Sundowns win the league title with Mamelodi Sundowns. But most importantly, the twinkle-toed forward played a pivotal role in the Brazilians journey to the CAF Champions League crown. It was a team effort but Billiat's contribution ranked right up with the best. As things stand, he is in Japan, where his side will compete in the FIFA Club World Cup. 

	
	
	
	Christian Guetang Ambadiang


	Christian Guetang Ambadiang arrived in South Africa in 2009. In 2012 he was admitted at Hendrik Verwoerd High School where he began his sporting achievements. During the 2012-2013, 2014-2015-2016 he won the best junior and senior Victor Lauderium trophies. In 2016 Christian was chosen the Best Individual Sport Achievement of the year at Hendrik Verwoerd High School and as Senior Athlete of the year in 2014-2015-2016. He also represented the South African Youth Rhino Rugby League in 2015, while he also represented the Blue Bulls Rugby Union at the Gauteng provincial tournament (ITP) in 2016. We believe Christian could be nominated as foreign young sport man of the year in the Sport category of the Mkhaya Migrants Awards.

	
	
	
	Johan Deysel

	He is a centre for Namibia and represented them at the 2015 World Cup and scored a try against the All Blacks. He came through the youth ranks of the North West rugby team, Leopards, in 2011. He currently plays inside or outside centre for the Leopards

	5.
	OR TAMBO 

	The category honours the prominent role of a distinguished South African working beyond the borders of the country to contribute to economic development or provide aid, particularly in areas of need, strife and during times of crisis and disasters, embodying the spirit of Ubuntu.
	Dineo Meko
	Since 2000, South African-born Dineo Meko has participated in numerous initiatives in Bosnia, EU communities, Belize, USA, Uganda, Kenya, Ghana and Gabon doing marvellous work for social development and conflict resolution as well as saving kidnapped African sold to an Australian family by an international humanitarian aid organisation. She is kind, fearless and speaks 14 African language dialects including French, German and Italian. She is a mentor, pastor and very compassionate person who really cares about others. South Africa must know about her while she is alive and not hear about her work after her death, she is fighting Afro phobia and is a mediator in traditional governance. 
South Africa needs her especially in Dept. of Home Affairs as she has 
worked with refugees in Europe and understands immigration policies. 


	
	
	
	Kgothatso Mokoena
	Kgothatso has in her capacity as a young women excelled in bringing African Young women together and address issues that affects them without their various African Countries; She was voted the African Coordinator after showing her strong strength in bringing African Young Women and Girls together and led them to the African Union Headquarters where they tirelessly stood on the corridors awaiting the AU Chair and hand over their own produced call to Action: " The Africa We Want". 
She was later nominated to represent Africa Region at the CSW where she also addressed heads of states on the need for Member states to build a boarder-less Africa that is at peace with itself and that equally nurtures its children. To date Kgothatso remains the Africa Champion for Young Women and Girls and continues to fight for basic Human Rights for all.

	
	
	
	Nokwanda Mngeni
	Nokwanda was MD of Eskom Uganda for 8 years until July this year, when she returned to South Africa. Renowned as a tough negotiator, hard worker and a stickler for excellence, it is hard to imagine a better ambassador for South Africa in the African Renaissance spirit. She operated under very tough conditions in Uganda, part of the 20-year concession to run the power utility which operated and maintained Nalubaale and Kiira hydroelectric power stations. She is credited with having positioned the company for its future growth, introducing systems where there were none, including the talent management programme. For her achievements, Nokwanda was named among the 60 most influential people in East and West Africa's power industry by ESI Africa.

	6.
	MOST INTEGRATED COMMUNITY 

	This category honours communities or individuals who spearhead initiatives that demonstrate the Spirit of Ubuntu towards migrants and foreign nationals by promoting tolerance, integration, unity and social cohesion.

	Thembelihle Crisis Committee
	The Thembelihle Crisis Committee has made many efforts towards social cohesion in their community. 

Thembelihle is an informal settlement in the South of Johannesburg, near Lenasia. It has historically, been portrayed as one of the major hotspots for xenophobia in Johannesburg. This community-based organisation has been able to directly confront anti-immigrant sentiment and acts of violence against foreign nationals. They have identified themselves both as peaceful champions of service delivery activism and as the local leading anti-xenophobia organisation. The crisis committee has not only assisted in reintegration of displaced person, but also managed to locate and return stolen items to foreign nationals who were robbed and displaced. The Thembelihle community has suffered much trauma and the crisis committee’s work is extremely important.

The latest was documented on a video giving an unheard of perspective of a community coming together to defend the rights and safety of foreign nationals living and trading in the township as told by the community members themselves. The video is available for viewing at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3XEOLgdA-I&t=16s

Credits also go to Planact, who nominated the crisis committee for this prestigious award, for their support and capacity building of this community-based organisation.

	
	
	
	Tisetso Thiba

	Mr Thiba is a community builder from Ganyesa, just outside Vryburg, NORTHWEST. Mr Thiba organises fun walks and runs around Ganyesa to encourage the youth and even older people to live an active life.

	
	
	
	Abel Mothupi Malebye
	Abel Mothupi Malebye who started the Abet Centre in Mashilo-Matsho Primary School. He also organises a group of his peers to buy school uniforms for destitute leaners around Lebotlwane village, NORTHWEST. They bought 250 school uniforms and shoes for leaners.
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