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DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION
NOTICE 538 OF 2016

NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998 (ACT NO. 36 OF 1998)

REVISION OF GENERAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE TAKING AND STORING
OF WATER

I, Sifiso Mkhize, in my capacity as the Director-General (Acting) of the Department of
Water and Sanitation, in terms of section 39 of the National Water Act, 1998
(Act No. 36 of 1998) and with delegated authority, hereby publish a revised general
authorisation for the taking and storing of water, as contained in the Schedule hereto.

The general authorisation for the taking and storing of water contained in Schedule 1
of Notice No. 399, published in Government Gazette No. 26187 on 26 March 2004,
and the extension of the general authorisation, published in Notice No. 970 in
Government Gazette No. 35909, published on 30 November 2012, are hereby
withdrawn on the date when the revised general authorisation will come into effect.

mzéQ

DIRECTOR-GENERAL: WATER AND SANITATION (ACTING)
Date: \ YJ[S\X\IQ\ W

SCHEDULE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

According to Section 22(1) of the NWA a person may only use water without a
licence if that water use is permissible under Schedule 1 or if that water use is
permissible as a continuation of an existing lawful use or if that water use is
permissible in terms of a general authorisation issued under section 39 of the
National Water Act. The authorisations to take or store water given in this General
Authorisation does not affect or replace the entitlements to take or store water given
in Schedule 1 of the National Water Act, or given in section 34 of the Act to continue
existing lawful water uses.

This general authorisation may be withdrawn at short notice. A water user who
needs an entitlement with a firm duration may apply for a water use license.

This general authorisation will only come into effect and the current general
authorisation will only be withdrawn six months after the publication of the notice to
allow affected water users to apply for water use licences and for users to comply
with the revised conditions.

This general authorisation does not and cannot exempt any water user from
compliance with any provision of the National Water Act or any other legal
requirement.

The amount of water authorised by the general authorisation is limited to prevent an
unacceptable impact on water resources.
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Information on the method of delineation of watercourses is contained in the
Department’s 2005 publication, A Practical Field Procedure for Identification and
Delineation of Wetlands and Riparian Areas, which is available on the Department's

website at http://www.dws.gov.za.

Information on drainage regions can be obtained on the Department’s website at
http://www.dws.gov.za or from the Department.

GENERAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE TAKING AND STORING OF WATER

This general authorisation is issued in terms of section 39 of the National Water Act,
1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998).

1. Definitions
Any term used in this notice which is defined in the National Water Act has the same
meaning as defined in the Act unless stated differently in the notice.

1. The Act means the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998).

2. Groundwater resource for the purposes of this notice excludes ailuvial
aquifers directly connected to a stream.

3. A property means land registered separately in a Deeds Office.

4. Surface water resource for the purposes of this notice means a stream or
water flowing over land, regardiess of whether the flow is intermittent, or an
alluvial aquifer directly connected to a stream, or an in-channel dam.

5. Year means any period of 12 consecutive months.

6. Lawful access to property includes but is not limited to: ownership, lease
agreements (or any other agreements), servitudes and -certificates of

occupation.
7. Communal land means land contemplated in section 2 of the Communal Land

Rights Act, 2004 (Act No. 11 of 2004) which is, or is to be, occupied or used
by members of a community subject to the rules or custom of that community.

2. Application of the notice

2.1. When the authorisation comes into effect
This authorisation will come into effect on <date 6 months after the date of
publication>.

2.2.  Duration of the authorisation
This authorisation will remain in effect for a period of twenty years from the date that

it comes into effect or until it is withdrawn in total or withdrawn for specified areas or
water resources by notice in the Government Gazette.

2 of 34

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




STAATSKOERANT, 2 SEPTEMBER 2016 No. 40243

161

2.3. Geographical area and water resources to which the authorisation
applies

Except where stated differently in the notice this authorisation applies to all land and

all water resources in South Africa, subject to the following exclusions:

1. No water that is taken in terms of this authorisation may be taken within a
500 metre radius from the boundary (delineated edge) of a wetland, pan or
estuary.

2. No groundwater that is taken in terms of this authorisation may be taken within a
500 metre radius from the boundary of a wetland or estuary, within a 100 metre
radius from the delineated riparian edge of a water course or a state dam, within
a 500 metre radius of a state dam wall or within 500 metres from the high-water
mark of the ocean.

2.4. Compliance with the National Water Act
This authorisation does not replace any water use entitlement recognised under the
Act.
A person who takes or stores water in terms of this authorisation is exempt from the
requirements of section 22(2)(e) of the Act.

2.5. Relation to other entitlements to take or store water

This general authorisation does not affect any other water use entitlement that a
person may have, including an entitlement in terms of Schedule 1 of the Act.

A person who is otherwise entitled to take water from a surface water resource on a
property or piece of communal land may not take more water from a surface water
resource on the property or piece of land than the total volume that the person is
otherwise entitled to take from surface water resources on the property or piece of
land or the volume authorised in this notice, whichever is the largest.

A person who is otherwise entitled to take water from a groundwater resource on a
property or piece of communal land may not take more water from a groundwater
resource on the property or piece of land than the total volume that the person is
otherwise entitled to take from groundwater resources on the property or piece of
land or the volume authorised in this notice, whichever is the largest.

A person who is otherwise entitled to store water on a property or piece of communal
land may not store more water on the property or piece of land than the total volume
that the person is otherwise entitled to store on the property or piece of land or the
volume authorised in this notice, whichever is the largest.

3. Taking of water from a surface water resource

A person who has lawful access to a property or a piece of communal land may, in
terms of this authorisation, on that property or piece of land take water from a surface
water resource on or along the boundary of the property or piece of land, up to the
maximum annual volume and maximum abstraction rate and during the months given
in Table 1: Surface Water Abstraction Rates and Storage Volumes in Appendix A for
the catchment in which the resource is located, subject to the following specific
conditions and the general conditions in this notice.

Up to a maximum volume of 2 000 cubic metres per year and up to a maximum
abstraction rate of 1 litre per second of the water so taken may be taken at any time
during the whole year.
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3.1.  Specific conditions for taking of water from a surface water resource

1. The surface water taken on a property or piece of land in terms of this
authorisation may be used on another property or piece of land.

2. Up to the maximum annual volume of surface water given for the resource in
Table 1: Surface Water Abstraction Rates and Storage Volumes in
Appendix A may be taken in terms of this authorisation for use on one
property or per person in communal land.

4. Taking of water from a groundwater resource

A person who has lawful access to a property or a piece of communal land may, in
terms of this authorisation, on that property or piece of land take water from a
groundwater resource up to a maximum annual volume based on the size of the
property or piece of land, the abstraction rate and the calculation method given in
Table 2: Groundwater Abstraction Rates in Appendix B, subject to the following
specific conditions and the general conditions in this notice.

4.1.  Specific conditions for taking of groundwater

1. No more than 40 000 cubic metres may be taken in terms of this authorisation
per year on a property.

2. The groundwater taken on a property or piece of land in terms of this
authorisation may be used on another property or piece of land.

3. Up to the maximum annual volume of groundwater given for the resource in
Table 2: Groundwater Abstraction Rates in Appendix B may be taken in terms
of this authorisation for use on one property or piece of land, based on the
size of the property or piece of land on which the water is taken.

5. Storing of water

A person who owns or lawfully occupies a property or piece of communal land may,
in terms of this authorisation, on the property or piece of communal land occupied
store water not containing waste up to the maximum volume given in Table 1:
Surface Water Abstraction Rates and Storage Volumes in Appendix A for the
catchment in which the stored water is taken, subject to the following specific
conditions and the general conditions in this notice.

5.1.  Specific conditions for storing of water

1. Water stored in terms of this authorisation may only be stored off-channel.

2. Retaining structures for the storing of water in terms of this authorisation that
are constructed after this authorisation comes into effect must have outlet
works that enable the full storage volume to be released within 30 days.

3. Up to the maximum volume of water given for the resource in Table 1:
Surface Water Abstraction Rates and Storage Volumes in Appendix A may be
stored in terms of this authorisation for use on one property or per person in
communal land.
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6. General conditions

1. The water that is taken in terms of this authorisation may only be taken at a
rate that is not excessive in relation to the capacity of the water resource and
the needs of other users.

2. A water user who takes surface water at more than 5 litres per second or who
takes groundwater at more than 2 litres per second on a property or piece of
land in terms of this authorisation must measure and record the volume of
water that is taken. The volume of water taken must be measured and
recorded at the end of each month. The volume of water stored must be
measured and recorded at the end of each month. The records must be kept
for a minimum of five years and must be made available to officials of the
responsible authority upon request.

3. The water taken and stored in terms of this authorisation must be used
efficiently.

4. The water user must investigate and apply all reasonable water conservation
measures.

7. Registration of water use

1. A person who takes more than 50 cubic metres of water from a surface water
resource per day on average over a year on a property or piece of land in
terms of this authorisation must register the water use with the responsible
authority.

2. A person who takes more than 10 cubic metres of water from a groundwater
resource per day on average over a year on a property or piece of land in
terms of this authorisation must register the water use with the responsible
authority.

3. A person who stores more than 10 000 cubic metres of water on a property or
piece of land in terms of this authorisation must register the water use with the
responsible authority.

4. The taking or storing of water in terms of this authorisation that must be
registered may only be exercised if the water use has been registered.

5. The water uses will be considered to be registered when the responsible
authority has issued a document that proves that the application for
registration has been received.

6. The responsible authority must acknowledge receipt of an application for
registration within 30 days.

8. Payment of charges

The water uses authorised in this notice may be subject to the payment of charges in
terms of the pricing strategy established in terms of Chapter 5 of the Act.
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Appendix B. Groundwater abstraction

Table 2: Groundwater Abstraction Rates

The maximum volume of water that may be taken from groundwater resources on each
property or piece of land in a drainage region in terms of this authorisation is equal to the
size of the property or piece of land multiplied by the rate indicated in the heading of the
column in which the drainage region is listed.

Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

0 | 45 75 | 150 | 215 | 400

Drainage regions
WMA 1: Limpopo
A21A - A21C A10A - A10C A41A — A41B
A21E A21D A42D
A22A A21F — A21L A42F — A42H
A23A A22B - A22J A50D - AS0F
A23D A23B - A23C A62B — A62F
A23E A23F — A23L A50D — A50F
A31A - A31E A24A - A24J A62B - A62F
A42A - A42C A31F — A31J
A42E A32A - A32E
A50A A41C - A41E
A50B A42J
A50C A50G -A50J
A61A — A61J A62J
AG2A AB3A - A63B
A62G AB3D
A63C A71B - A71D
AB3E AT1H - AT1L
AT1A A7T2A - A72B
A71E - A71G AB0A — AB0J

A91A - A91K

A92A - A92D
WMA 2: Olifants
B11H - B11K B11A-B11G
B20A - B20J B11L
B31A B12A —B12E
B31E B31B - B31D
B31F B31G - B31H
B31J B32A - B32J
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Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)
0 45 | 75 | 150 275 | 400
Drainage regions
B41F - B41G B41A - B41E
B41J B41H
BS1E B41K
B51G B51A -B51C
B60A — B60C B51F
B60E - B60G B51H
B52A - B52J
B60D
B60H
B60J
B71A - B71J
B72A — B72K
B73A - B73J
B81A — B81J
B82A - B82J
B83A ~ B83E
BY0OA ~ B9OH
WMA 3: Inkomati-Usuthu
X11D X13L W51A - W5E1F
X11E - X11J X14H W62A -W52D
X12B X21A - X21G W53A - W53E
X12C X21J W54A — W54E
X14A - X14B X22A - X22B W55A — W55D
X14E - X14G X22D - X22K W56A - W56B
X23G - X23H X24A - X24C X11A-X11C
X24D X24E — X24H X11K
X31A - X31M X12A
X32A - X32J X12D - X12K
X33A - X33D X13J - X13K
X40A - X40D X21H
X21K
X22C
X23A — X23F
WMA 4: Pongola-Mtamvuna
U10A - U10K T40A - T40C V33C T40D - T40G W12D -W12J
U20A - U20E T51A -T51J V33D T52J - T52M W13B
U20H T52A - T52H V40A - V40E u10L W23A -W23D
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Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)

0 45 75 150 275 400
Drainage regions
U40A V31D V50A — V50D U10M W31J
u40B V31G - V31K W11A-W11C U20F W31L
UG0A V32A - V32H W12A -W12C U20G W32A -W32C
U70A V33A W13A U20J - U20M W32E - W32H
V11A - V11M V33B W21G -W21L U30A -~ U30E W43F
V12A -V12G V60C - V60H w22D U40C - U40J WA45A
V13A - V13E W21A - W21F US0A W45B
V14A - V14E W22A - W22C U60B - U60F ws7J
V20A - V20J W22E -W22L U70B - U70F WS5S7K
V31A-V31C W31A - W31H UBOA — U8OL W70A
V31E - V31F W31K
V60A w3z2D
V60B W41A - W41G
V60J W42A - W42M
V60K W44A - W44E
V70A - V70G
WMA 5: Vaal
C23E - C23G C13A C11A-C11M C31A
C24C - C24F C13B C12A-C12L
C31F C24A C13C - C13H
D41D - D41E C24B C21A - C21G
D41H C24G C22A - C22K
D41K C24H C23A-C23D
D73A C60G C23H - C23L
D73C - D73E C70K C24J
C91A - C91E C25A — C25F
D41C C31B - C31E
D41F - D41G C32A-C32D
D41J C33A-C33C
D41L - D41M C41A - C41J
D42C - D42D C42A — C42L
D738 C43A - C43D
C60A — C60F
C60H
C60J
C70A
C70B - C70J
C81A-C81M
C82A - C82H
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Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)

0 | 45 l 75 [ 150 [ 275

400

Drainage regions

C83A - C83M
C92A
C92B
D41A
D41B
WMA 6: Orange
C51J - C51M C51H C51A - C51G
C52G - C52L D12A C52A ~ C52F
D33A D14B - D14K Cc92C
D33C - D33E D15G D12B - D12F
D33K D15H D13A-D13M
D42A — D42E D18K D14A
D51C D18L D21F
D53D - D534 D21A D21G
D54A — D54G D21C - D21E D22A
D55M D21H D22B
D56H D22C D22D
D56J D23F D22G
D57A — D57E D23G D22H
D58C D24A D22L
D62A - D62B D31A - D31E D23A
D62E D32H - D32K D23C
D73C - D73F D33B D23D
D81A - D81G D33F — D33J D23E
D82A - D82L D34C - D34G D23H
F10A -F10C D35B D23J
F20A - F20E D35C D24B - D24L
F30A D51A D32A - D32G
F30B D51B D34A
F30E ~ F30G D52A - D52F D34B
F40A - F40H D53A — D53C D35A
F50A D55A — D55L D35D - D35K
F50F D56A — D56G D71A
F50G D58A — D58B D71B
D61A — D61M
D62C — D62D
D62F — D62J
D71C-D71D
D72A - D72C
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Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)

0 | 45 75 | 150 275 400

Drainage regions

D73B

F30C

F30D

F50B

F50C

F50E
WMA 7: Mzimvubu-Tsitsikamma
L11E-L11G L11A-L11D N40D K80A — K80F
L12A-L12C L12D N40F K90A - K90G
L228B L21A-L21F P10A L70G
L23A L22A P10B L81A-L81D
M10C - M10D L22C P10D - P10G L82A - 1.82J
M30A 122D P20A L90A ~L90C
M30B L23B - L23D P20B M10A
N14A —N14C L30A ~L30D P30A - P30C M10B
N21A L40A P40A — P40D M20A-M20B
N22A — N22E L40B Q1A T60A
N23B L50A Q91B T60C
N24A — N24D L50B Q91C T60D
N22E LG0A Q92A T60F — T60J
N23B L60B Q92B
N24A — N24D L70A — L70F Q92D
N40A N11A Q92E
Q11C-Q11D | N11B Q92G
Q12C N12A -N12C Q93A - Q93D
Q13A-Q13C N13A - N13C QO94A - Q94F
Q14A - Q14E N14D R10A - R10M
Q21B N21B —N21D R20A - R20G
Q22A N23A R30A - R30F
Q22B N30A - N30C R40A - R40C
Q30B - Q30E N40B R50A
Q41D N40C R508
Q43B N40E S10A -S10J
Q44A-Q44C | P10C S20A — S20D
Q50A Q11B $32A - 8328
Q60A — Q60C Q12A 832D - S32F

Q128 S32L

Q21A S32M

Q30A S40A — S40F
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Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)
0 | 45 75 | 150 | 275 400
Drainage regions
Q41A - Q41C S50A — S50J
Q42A S60A — S60E
Q42B S70A - ST0F
Q43A T11A-T11H
Q508 T12A -T12G
Q50C T13A -T13E
Q70A - Q70C T20A - T20C
Q80A - Q80G T20G
Q91A T31A-T31J
Q92C T32A-T32D
Q92F T33A-T33G
S31A-831G T34A — T34H
§32C T35A - T35K
$32G - S32K T36A
T20D - T20F T36B
T32E - T32H T60B
T33H - T33K T60E
T34J - T34K T60K
T35L- T35M T70B -T70D
T70A T70F
T70E T70G
T80C T80A
T808B
T80D
T90A - T90G
WMA 8: Breede-Gouritz
H10C J11A - J11K G40K G40F G40H G40B - G40E
J21A J12C G50G G50B — G50E G40J G40G
J12E G50H H10F G40L H10E
J12J H10A H10L G40M H10J
J12K H50B H20A G50A H10K
J21B -J21E H60G H20H G50F H60A — H60C
J22A - J22K H60K H30A - H30E G504 H80B
J23A - J23J HG60L H40A G50K K60C- K60F
J24A - J24F H70A H40C - H40J H10B K70A
J32A - J32E H70B H40L H10D K70B
J33A - J33F H70F — H70J H50A H10G
J34D - J34F HI0D H60H H10H
J35B J12D H60J H20B - H20G
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Abstraction rate (cubic metres per hectare per year)
0 45 75 150 275 400
Drainage regions
J35C J12F - J12H H70C H40B
J12L H70K H40K
J12Mm H80A H60D — H60F
J13A-J13C H80D H70D
J35A H80E H70E
J40D H90A H80C
K10A H90B H80F
K10B J12A H90C
J12B HO90E
J25A — J25E J34A - J34C
J31A-J31D J40B
J35D - J35F K10C
J40A K40A — K40C
J40C K40E
J40E KS0A
K10D - K10F K50B
K20A K60A
K30A - K30D K60B
K40D K60G
WMA 9: Berg-Olifants
F50D E22A - E22G E21A-E21C E10E - E10K E10A - E10D
G30B - G30G E23A - E23K E21E E21D G10A -G10C
E24C - E24H E21L E21F - E21K G10G
E31A-E31H E24A G10D - G10F G22A - G22K
E32A - E32E E24B G10H - G10M G40A
E33A - E33E E24J - E24M G21A - G21F
E33G - E33H E33F G30A
E40A E40C
E40B E40D
F60B — F60E
G30H
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