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NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998  
(ACT NO.36 OF 1998)  

 
CLASSES AND RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES OF WATER RESOURCES FOR 

CATCHMENTS OF THE LOWER VAAL  
 

 

I, Nomvula Paula Mokonyane, in my capacity as Minister of Water and Sanitation, and duly 
authorised in terms of section 13(4) of the National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998) hereby 
publish the notices for the classes of water resources and resource quality objectives for 
catchments of the Lower Vaal, in the Schedule, to be issued under section 13(4) of the 
National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998). 
 
 

 

Acting Director: Water Resource Classification  

Attention: Ms Lebogang Matlala  

Department of Water and Sanitation 

Ndinaye Building 178 Francis Baard Street 

Private Bag X313 

Pretoria 
0001 

 

E-mail: matlalal@dws.gov.za     Facsimile: 012 336 6712 
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SCHEDULE 
 

CLASSES OF WATER RESOURCES AND RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES 
FOR CATCHMENTS OF THE LOWER VAAL IN TERMS OF SECTION 13(1)(A) 
AND (B) OF THE NATIONAL WATER ACT (ACT NO.36 OF 1998) 
 

1 DESCRIPTION OF WATER RESOURCE 

 

1. The  classes and resource quality objectives are determined for all or part of every 

significant water resource within the catchments of the Lower Vaal as set out below: 

 
Water Management Area: Vaal 

Drainage Regions: C primary drainage region  

Rivers: Vaal River System  

  

2. The Minister has, in terms of section 12 of the National Water Act, Act No 36 of 1998 

(the Act), prescribed a system for classifying water resources by promulgating 

Regulation 810, Government Gazette 33541 dated 17 September 2010. In terms of 

section 13(1) of the Act the Minister must, as soon as reasonably practicable after 

the Minister has prescribed a system for classifying water resources and subject to 

subsection (4), by notice in the Gazette, determine for all or part of every significant 

water resource, a class in accordance with the prescribed classification system. 

 

3. The Minister, in terms of section 13(1)(a) of the Act, has determined the following 

classes of each significant water resource for catchments of the Lower Vaal. 

 

4. The Minister, in terms of section 13(1)(b) of the Act, has determined the following 

resource quality objectives of each significant water resource for catchments of the 

Lower Vaal. 
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2 DETERMINATION OF THE CLASS OF WATER RESOURCES AND RESOURCE QUALITY 
OBJECTIVES IN TERMS OF SECTION 13(1)(A) AND (B) OF THE NATIONAL WATER ACT 
(ACT NO.36 OF 1998) 

1. A summary of the water resource classes for Integrated Units of Analysis (Figure 1) and 

ecological categories for the Lower Vaal is set out in Table 1.  

 

2. Integrated Units of Analysis (IUA) are classified in terms of their extent of permissible 

utilization and protection as either Class I: indicating high environmental protection and 

minimal utilization; or Class II indicating moderate protection and moderate utilization; and 

Class III indicating sustainable minimal protection and high utilization.  

 

3. Resource Quality Objectives (RQO) are defined for each prioritised resource unit (RU) for 

every IUA in terms of water quantity, quality, habitat and biota as shown in Table 2 – 8 

respectively. 

 

4. Where specified, the ecological category or Recommended Ecological Category (REC) 

means the assigned ecological condition by the Minister to a water resource that reflects 

the ecological condition of that water resource in terms of the deviation of its biophysical 

components from a predevelopment condition. 

 

5. RQO are applicable upon the date of approval by the Minister, unless otherwise specified. 
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