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NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998  
(ACT NO.36 OF 1998)  

 
CLASSES AND RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES OF WATER RESOURCES FOR 

CATCHMENTS OF THE MIDDLE VAAL 
 

 

I, Nomvula Paula Mokonyane, in my capacity as Minister of Water and Sanitation, and duly 
authorised in terms of section 13(4) of the National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998) hereby publish 
the notices for the classes of water resources and resource quality objectives for catchments of 
the Middle Vaal, in the Schedule, to be issued under section 13(4) of the National Water Act (Act 
No. 36 of 1998). 
 
 
 

Acting Director: Water Resource Classification  
Attention: Ms Lebogang Matlala  
Department of Water and Sanitation 
Ndinaye Building 178 Francis Baard Street 
Private Bag X313 
Pretoria 
0001 
 

E-mail: matlalal@dws.gov.za     Facsimile: 012 336 6712 
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SCHEDULE 

 
CLASSES AND RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES OF WATER RESOURCES FOR 
CATCHMENTS OF THE MIDDLE VAAL IN TERMS OF SECTION 13(1)(A) AND (B) OF 
THE NATIONAL WATER ACT (ACT NO.36 OF 1998) 
 

1 DESCRIPTION OF WATER RESOURCE 

 

1. The classes and resource quality objectives are determined for all or part of every significant 

water resource within the catchments of the Middle Vaal as set out below: 

 
Water Management Area: Vaal 

Drainage Region: C Primary Drainage Region 

River(s): Vaal River System ( Vaal, Renoster, Vals, Schoonspruit, 

Koekemoerspruit, Sand and Vet Systems) 

  

2. The Minister has, in terms of section 12 of the National Water Act, Act No 36 of 1998 (the 

Act), prescribed a system for classifying water resources by promulgating Regulation 810, 

Government Gazette 33541 dated 17 September 2010. In terms of section 13(1) of the Act 

the Minister must, as soon as reasonably practicable after the Minister has prescribed a 

system for classifying water resources and subject to subsection (4), by notice in the Gazette, 

determine for all or part of every significant water resource, a class in accordance with the 

prescribed classification system. 

 

3. The Minister, in terms of section 13(1)(a) of the Act, has determined the following classes of 

each significant water resource for catchments of the Middle Vaal. 

 

4. The Minister, in terms of section 13(1)(b) of the Act, has determined the following resource 

quality objectives for each significant water resource for catchment of the Middle Vaal. 
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2. DETERMINATION OF THE CLASS OF WATER RESOURCE AND RESOURCE 
QUALITY OBJECTIVES IN TERMS OF SECTION 13(1)(A) AND (B) OF THE 

NATIONAL WATER ACT (ACT NO.36 OF 1998) 

1. A summary of the water resource classes for Integrated Units of Analysis (Figure 1) and 

ecological categories for the Middle Vaal is set out in Table 1.  

 
2. Integrated Units of Analysis (IUA) are classified in terms of their extent of permissible 

utilization and protection as either Class I: indicating high environmental protection and 

minimal utilization; or Class II indicating moderate protection and moderate utilization; and 

Class III indicating sustainable minimal protection and high utilization.  

 
3. Resource Quality Objectives (RQO) are defined for each prioritised resource unit (RU) 

(Table 2 and Figure 2) for every IUA in terms of water quantity, quality, habitat and biota 

as shown in Table 3 – 11 respectively. 

 
4. Where specified, the ecological category or Recommended Ecological Category (REC) 

means the assigned ecological condition by the Minister to a water resource that reflects 

the ecological condition of that water resource in terms of the deviation of its biophysical 

components from a predevelopment condition. 

 
5. RQO are applicable upon the date of approval by the Minister, unless otherwise specified. 
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Table 2:  Resource Units delineated for the Middle Vaal WMA 

Resource 
Unit Description 

Quaternary 
Catchment 

INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS: VAAL RIVER (MF) 
VB1.1 Vaal River mainstem: Vermaasdrift to upstream of the Schoon spruit confluence C24B 

     VB1.2 Vaal River mainstem: From the Schoonspruit confluence to just upstream of the Vals River 
confluence  C24J 

VB1.3 Vaal River mainstem: From Vals River confluence to Bloemhof Dam C25C, C25F 
VB2 Tributary catchments (Vierfonteinspruit and C24J –south of Vaal River) C24B, C24J 

VB3 Ysterspruit, Matjiespruit, Klipspruit, Wolwespruit and Makwassiespruit tributary catchments C24J, C25A, C25C, 
C25D 

VB4 Sandspruit tributary catchment C25C, C25B, C25F, 
C43B 

VB5 Bamboespruit tributary catchment C25E 
VB6 Bloemhof Dam C25E, C25F, C43D 

TRIBUTARIES 
INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS: RENOSTER RIVER (MA) 

R2 Downstream Vaalbankspruit  tributary confluences to Koppies Dam C70C 
R3 Koppies Dam C70C 

R4 Downstream Koppies Dam to confluence with the Heuningspruit C70E, C70D, C70F, 
C70G, C70H  

R5 Downstream Heuningspruit confluence to confluence with the Vaal River C70J, C70K 
INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS MB: VALS RIVER 

V2 Downstream Pauciflora Spruit confluence to Kroonstad C60B, C60C, C60D, 
C60E, C60F 

V3 Serfontein Dam C60D 
V4 Middelspruit tributary catchment C60H 
V5 From the Kroonval weir to the Vaal River confluence  C60G, C60J 

INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS: SCHOONSPRUIT (MC) 
SK1 From origin of Koekemoerspruit to confluence with Vaal River C24A, C24B 
SK2 Schoonspruit eye C24C 
SK3 Taaibospruit tributary catchment C24F 
SK4 From Schoonspruit eye to Kaalspruit confluence  C24D, C24E 
SK5 Kaalspruit and Buisfonteinspruit tributary catchment C24G 
SK6 Johan Neser Dam (Klerksdorp Dam) C24G 
SK7 From Johan Neser Dam to confluence with the Vaal River C24H 

INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS: UPPER SAND RIVER (MD1) 
US2 Downstream Klipspruit confluence to Allemanskraal Dam C42D, C42E 
US3 Allemanskraal Dam  C42E 

INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS: LOWER SAND RIVER (MD2) 
LS1 Allemanskraal Dam to Merriespruit confluence C42F, C42G, C42H,  
LS2 Rietspruit tributary catchment C42J 
LS3 Downstream Rietspruit confluence to confluence with the Vet River C42K, C42L, C43B 

INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS: UPPER VET RIVER (ME1) 
UV1 Klein Vet and Laaispruit tributary catchments C41A, C41B 
UV2 Origin of Vet River and Leeuspruit tributary catchment to  Erfenis Dam C41C, C41D 
UV3 Soutspruit tributary catchment C41E 
UV4 Erfenis Dam C41E 

INTEGRATED UNITS OF ANALYSIS : LOWER VET RIVER (ME2) 

LV1 Erfernis Dam to confluence with Sand River  C41F, C41G, 
C41H, C41J 

LV2 Downstream Sand River confluence to Bloemhof Dam C43A, C43C, 
C43D 



MA

Renoster
River

MD2

Lower
Sand River

ME1

Upper Vet
River

Major Rivers - NFEPA

Dams

11 MA - Renoster River

MB - Vals River

MC -SchoonspruitRiver

10 5 0
MD1 - Upper Sand River

I

10 20

1 I

30 40 PROJECT

MIDDLE VAAL
MD2 - Lower Sand River

= ME 1 - Upper Vet River

ME2 - Lower Vet River

MF - Vaal River from Renoster confluence to Bloemhof Dam

RiWiwtxs

MIDDLE VAAL CATCHMENT

IDAS

REFERENCE

Cooed.. System: GCS MSS 1984

CIS MA 11A P2014 PRCECTNa 1961431

CHECK DM 1240E4014 SCALE 11900000

dovnreswy so. Amn, REVIEW PM IZOOPOIa AS I REJO

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

	 STAATSKOERANT, 22 APRIL 2016� No. 39943    659

 

4 
 

Figure 1: Integrated Units of Analysis defined in the Middle Vaal WMA 
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Figure 2: Resource Units and location of Nodes in the Middle Vaal WMA
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