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AMENDED 
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AN ADDENDUM TO THE POLICY DOCUMENT, THE NA TlONAL SENIOR 
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SPECIAL NEEDS 

I ,  Grace Naledi Mandisa Pandor. Minister of Education, hereby, in  terms of Secthns 

3(-J)(l) and 7 of the Nc~/iontrl Educulion Policy Ac/, I996 (Act No.  27 of' IYY6) and 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCING THE ADDENDUM TO THE POLICY 

DOCUMENT, THE NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE: 

A QUALIFICATION AT LEVEL 4 ON 

THE NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK (NQF), 

REGARDING LEARNERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

1. Introduction 

( I )  Learners with special needs may either be acco~n~nodated in special 

S C I I O O ~ S  or i n  mainstrea~n or inclusive schools where special care is 

talten ol'lhem. 

(2) Special schools are schools that provide education to learners with 

special needs \vho need high-level specialised and intense levels of 

support. The role of these schools t h ~ ~ s  includes provision of 

appropriate and quality education for those learners who are already in 

special scliools and advice and guidelines for those who require 

specialised S L I J I ~ O I ~  in curriculun~, assessment and instruction matters in 

~nainstream schools. 

(3) The folIo\vi~ig learners are regarded as learners with special needs: 

(a) Lxarners with neurological harriers to learning, reading, 

spelling. dysgraphia. matlien~atical calculations and numeracy 

sliills, a id  111~' ~~nderstanding of the written word. 
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(b) Learners (deaf and hard of hearing learners) whose hearing 

impairments are serious barriers to learning and who will 

benefit from admission to a special school. 

(c) Learners witli severe visual barriers to learning (blind and 

partially sighted) whose needs cannot be met in mainstream 

schools. especially their needs regarding special teaching 

methods ( L I S ~  of the medium of Braille and large print and the 

implementation of specialised devices (Braille equipment) 

magnification cameras and CCTV in classrooms, screen reading 

software, magnitication software, etc.). 

(d) Learners with physical barriers to learning if s~lch learners are 

~tnable to benefit fioni mainstrea~n education. This could be the 

result of various factors, amongst others, extremely limited 

physical movements. dependency on certain devices (e.g. wheel 

chair). medical conditions and inaccessible school buildings. 

The term physical disability covers a range of conditions from 

congenital disabilities to abnormalities acquired as a result of 

illness of which the most common conditions are spinal bifida, 

cerebral palsy, niusc~~lar  dystrophy, hae~nophilia, cardiovascular 

and p~~lmonary  conditions. 

(e) Learners wit11 mild to severe intellectual barriers to learning 

\vliosc \pecific educational needs cannot be met in mainstream 

schools, but only by accotiin~odation in special schools. 

(1) Learners witli multiple barriers to learning. 

(2) Learners with severe behavioura) and emotional barriers to 

learning. 
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(11) Learners with any ~nedically assessed special need that may not 

fall ~ ~ n d e r  the above categories. 

2. Learning pathways for learner with special needs 

( I )  Grade 10-1 2 learners who are experiencing barriers to learning who are 

either attending special schools in terms of .sccrion j[h) of the South 

Af i ic~m .G:hoo/.v Aci. I996 (Acr No. 84 uf 19Y6), or who are in schools 

where special care is taken of them, will be allowed to follow one of the 

following learning pathways with tlie aini of obtaining a qualification: 

(a) The Nalional Senior Certificate (NSC) as stip~~latetj in the policy 

document, Thc Nutron~zl Senlor Cer~ificate: A qtmlrfication UI 

Lcvei 4 on !he Nci~lonal t)uirl~ficc?i~or?, Framework (NQF); or 

(b) Tlie Acitlenhnr io ihc policy doct.~~iieni, the Notional Senior 

C'crt;fictrrc: A qatulific~rtion ut Level I or7 !he NQF,fbv learners 

11:iih .v/)eci~il needy that cannot meet the req~~irements of the 

r~~laliiications stipulated par,ugi*uph 2fi)(crj above. 

3. Pltrpose of this document 

(I) This policy dcscribes tlie regulations, rules and provisos For the award 

of the qi~alification stipulated in j~rrrclg~.uph. 2(1)(b) of this docutnent. 

(2) Tlie policy is based on norms and standards to which all assessment 

bodies in terms of ,Seciion,~ 3f4N) ~ l n d  7 of the N~ltionul Edzrcafior? 

1'olic;y Aci, 1996 (ACI i\'o. 27 of 1996j and Sec/ion.s 6(A/ and 61 of the 

,Yot~ili Afi,iccrri .(;Ch001s ACI, 1096 (Aci. NO. iYJ ( ? f I  996). I ~ I L I : ; ~  give effect. 
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4. Entrance requirements of the NSC at Level 4 on the NQF for learners with 

special needs 

( I )  The r n i n i m ~ ~ i i i  entrance requirements for Grade 10 is an official Grade 9 

school report. wl i ic l i  indicates promotion to Grade 10, subject to the 

following: 

(a) The q~~a l i t i ca t ion  listed in pa~.ugru/?h 2(1)(/,) above w i l l  only be 

available to learners with extensive special needs who are either 

ill special schools; or 

(b) Learners in ~nainstream that have been identified and assessed 

for placement in special schools and that are on the waiting list 

for adniission to special schools; or 

(c) Learners in  mainstream that have been identified and assessed 

fbs placement in special schools, but who have opted to remain 

in mainstream. 

5. Duration and general requirements of the National Curriculum Statement 

(NCS) Grades 10-12 (General) programme 

(1) The duration o f  tlie NCS Grades 10-12 (General) programme is three 

years. namely Grades 10. 1 1  and 12. T o  obtain a NSC at Level 4 on the 

NQF a learner must: 

(a) Complete tlie programme requirements for Grades 10, 1 1 and 12 

separately and obtain the distinct outcornes and associated 

assessment standards o f  all three years: and 
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(b) Co~nply with the internal assessment t.equlrernents for Grades 

10, 1 1  and 12 and the external assess~nent requlrelnents of 

Grade 12 as contemplated in the Subject Assessment Guidelines 

of the various subjects listed in  Annexure A of the pc~licy 

docu~nent, the Nutlorzal Senior Cerfificnle A qunlrficntron ni 

Ler,el i on the Nu/~onal Q~rallftca~ron\ Fr*unieivor*k (NQF) 

Creamer Media Pty Ltd +27 11 622 3744 polity@creamermedia.co.za www.polity.org.za



16 No. 29466 GOVERNMENT GAZElTE, 11 DECEMBER 2006 

CHAPTER 2 

PROGRAMME AND PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

LEARNERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS, OPTING FOR THE 

NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE: A QUALIFICATION AT 

LEVEL 4 ON THE NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

FRAMEWORK (NQF) 

6 .  Programme requirements for the Natio~zal Senior Certificate: A 

qualijicrrtion rrt Level 4 on the National Quirlificrrtiorts Framework (NQF) 

(1 In ternis of ~~urugrcq)l? Y of the policy document, Na/ional Senior 

C'er?if;ccl/c: A q~ral(ficn/ic~t~ a/ Lci:cl 4 on the Nationai Quulifification.~ 

Frni?re~i~ork IIVQF) a learner lnilst offer seven (7) subjects, selected 

as follo\vs l i o~n  the approved list of tlie said docu~l~ent: 

(a) Two (2) official languages, provided that one of the two 

ofticial languages is offered on the Iiome Language level, 

and the other, on either Home or First Additional 

Language level. One of the two languages  nus st be the 

language of learning and teaching (LOLT); 

(12) Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy; 

(c) Life Orientation: and 

(d) A minimum of any three subjects selected from the 

approved list at Annexure B of the policy document, 

Xirtioi~irl .'Tenior ( 'crtificntc: /I qurrlificurior7 N /  Lei:e/ I on 

/he Na/ior7nl Quuiificu/ion.s Fr~~nrc~sork (NQF). 
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(2) Learners may also offer one of the following approved subjects 

offered by the following assessment bodies approved by the Minister 

of Education for this purpose: 

(a) Associated Board of the Royal Schools of M~lsic Practical 

Music Examination; 

(b) Trinity College of London Practical Music Examination; 

and 

(c) UNlSA Practical Music Examination. 

Learners with special needs must follow all the outcomes and 

assessnient standards as  specified in the Subject Statements of the 

various subjects listed in the Nu~ionul C ~ v ~ ~ ~ ~ i c u l m ~ i  S/nter77c:n/ (NSC} 

Glrrdes 10-12 (Generrri). However, didactical and practical 

adaptations may be done by teachers ofrering these subjects with the 

aim of enabling learners with special needs as contemplated in 

11~1rugrul~I7 l (3)  of this doc~unent to access these subjects. 

7. Promotion requirements for the Ncrfionul Sct?ior Certificate: A qualification 

nf Level 4 on the Nutioncrl Qurrlificrrfions Franzeworlc (NQF) 

( I )  In tcrms o f p t r r u g  11 of'the policy docunient, ,WC: A yunlrfication 

(11 Lcvel 4 o~r !/w i\/QF an NSC shall be issued to a candidate who has 

co~~iplied w~tli the fbllo\ring promotion requirements: 

(a) Obtained at least 40% in the required official language at Home 

Language level. 

(b) Obtained at least 30% in the other required language oin at least 

First Additional Language level. 

(c) Obtained at least 30% in Matheniatical Literacy or Mathematics. 
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(d) Obtained at least 40% in Life Orientation. 

(e) Obtained at least 40% in one of the remaining three subjects and 

at least 30% in two subjects. 

(2) Promoted i n  at least six of the seven sub.jects, including one official 

lang~~age  at Home Lang~~age  level, offered for the final National Senior 

Certificate exalnination. 

8. Programme and promotion requirements for the NSC Grades 10-12 

The programnie and pronlotion requirenie~its stipulated in j~a1,agraph.r 6 and 7 

of  this document respectively are also the pro~notion requirements for Grades 

10and I I .  
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CHAPTER 3 

PROGRAMME AND PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS ITOR 

LEARNERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS, QUALIFYING FOR THE 

ADDENDUM TO THE I'OLICY DOCUMENT, THE NATIONAL 

SENIOR CERTIFICATE: A QUALIFICATIONAT LEVEL 4 ON THE 

NQF 

9. Programme requirements for the Addendum to the policy document, the 

National Senior Certificate: A qualification at level 4 on the NQF' 

( I )  Learners with special needs wl io were ~~nsuccessful in obtaining a NSC 

at Level 4 on tlie NQF, or wl io cannot meet the programme and or 

pro~i iot ion recluirenie~its o f  tlie NSC at Level 4 on the NQF, may be 

i s s ~ ~ e d  \vith !VLII~OII(I/ .Yenior ('ei?ific'ule: A qz~al~ficnlion ri/ le~iel 4 on lhe 

NQF? provided they have met the following programme and pro~notion 

requirements: 

(a) Offered and completed the internal and external assessment 

requirements in  not fewer than five (5) sub-jects selected as 

follows fi.o~n A n ~ i e x ~ ~ r e  A contained in tlie policy document, 

A'u~ioricrl Senior C.i.r/~fic:n/e: A qual~/;c~o/ion a/ Level 4 on the 

A/u/ionrrl Quu11fictr~ion.s F.cr~nel.~~or.k (NQF. 

(i) Three (3) sub.jects f r o ~ i i  Group A in tlhe policy 

document, N,YC'. A cj~~alificalron a/ Level 4 on the NQF, 

selected as lollows: 

(aa) One ( I )  official languagc selected from An~iexure 

A. Table A I ,  provided that the official language 

is oftered on at least First Add~tional Language 
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level, and provided further that the language is 

the language of learning and teaching (LOLT). 

(bb) Matl~en~atics 01. Mathematical Literacy selected 

from Annexure A, Table A2. 

(cc) Life Orientation in Annexure A. Table A3. 

(dd) A minirnu~n of any two (2) subjects selected from 

Group B Annexure A. Tables BI-BS in the 

policy document, NSL' A qztalrjrcairon at Level 

4 on the i\IQF. 

10. Promotion requirements for the Addendum to the policy document, the 

National Senior Certificate: A qualification at level 4 on the NQF 

(1 )  An endorsed NSC shall be issued to a candidate who experiences 

special needs who has co~nplied with the following promotion 

requirements: 

(a) Obtained at least 30% i n  the req~~ired official language on Home 

Lang~~age  or First Additional Language level as conte~nplated in 

pa~ctg~xyh 9 ( l )  /u) (I/(ULI) above. 

(b) Obtained at least 30% in Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy 

as contcniplated in ~ U I , I I ~ I , L Z ~ ~  Y(i)(u)(~)(l~l,)) above. 

(c) Obtained at least 30% in Life Orientation as contemplated in 

j~urc~gi*ttj?/? Y(1) (61) (i) (cc) above. 

(d) Obtained at least 30% i n  the two (2) subjects as contemplated in 

I ) ( I P C < ~ ~ L / I > ~  9(l)(tt)(tIcl) above. 
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(e) Promoted in at least six of the seven subjects, including one 

official language at Home Language level, offered for the final 

National Senior Certificate examination. 

(0 A learner who has not satisfied all the requirements of Grades 

10, l l or 12, will be issued a Statement of Rt:sults by the 

relevant special or ~nainstreani school. 

11 .  Provisos 

(1 )  NI-N3 National Certiticate, National intermediate Certificate and 

National Senior Certificate subjects as listed in the technical college 

policy document, namely, Fort?zul Technical C:ollege Instruciional 

P~*o,y~~t~itne.v in rhe RSA, Repor/ I Y I (ZOOI/Ot() will not be considered 

for the NSC with endorselllent for learners with special needs. This 

applies to all learners registering for the NSC with endorsement in 

2006. 

12. Concessions 

( I )  Concessions regarding im~nigrants and learners who experience barriers 

to learning regarding the deaf and mathenlatical disorder such as 

dyscalc~~lia, as contelnplated in paragiwph I2 of the policy document, 

the Nalionul Scnior C'eit~f;cnrc: A qualificniion a! Level 4 on the 

N U I ~ ~ I ? L I /  ~ l / L l / l f ; ~ ~ i i O n . ~  Frumeiiwrk (NQF), will also be applicable to 

the learners enrolling for the NSC with endorsement for learners with 

special needs. 
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CHAPTER 4 

ASSESSMENT 

13. Assessment in Grades 10 and l l  

( I )  Learners opting for either the NSC at level 4 on tlie NQF or the 

An't/e/?t/u/r7 to the policy riooczln~rnt, [he Nn~ionai Senior Cer-tificate: A 

qzrtrlifictrlio17 trr lcl~el -l o j 7  /he NQF, will be assessed internally 

according to tlie requirements as specified in tlie Subject Assessment 

Guidelines. The internal assess~nent mark allocated to assessment tasks 

completed during the school year will be 25% and the end-of-year 

assessment ~narlc 75% ofthe total mark. 

(2) Tlie end-of-the-year assessment must consist of tasks that are internally 

set, marked and moderated, as specified in the Subject Assessment 

Guidelines. 

14. Assessment in Grade 12 

(1) Tlie intcrnal assessment mai-lc will be 25%- and the external 

examination mark 75% of the total mark, as specified in tlie Subject 

Assessment Guidelines The internal assessment will be externally 

moderated. 

(2)  The weighting for assessment in the subject L i k  Orientation i l l  Grade 

12 is an csception. The internal assessment component will be 100% of 

the total mark. The internal assessment will be externally moderated. 
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15. Recording and reporting 

Seven levels of competence have bee11 described for each subject in the Subject 

Assessment Guidelines. These descriptions will assist teachers to assess 

learners and grade tlie~n at the correct level. The various achievement levels 

and their corresponding percentage bands are as shown in Table I below. 

Teacherslexa~ni~iers may either work from mark allocationlpercentages to 

rating codes, or from rating codes to percentages. 

TABLE 1: SCALE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE NATIONAL 

SENIOR CERTIFICATE 

16.  Supplementary examinations 

RATING CODE 

7 

6 

3 

4 

3 

2 

I 

( I )  A supplenientary exa~nination for the final external examination of the 

NSC at lie\el 4 on the NQF will be granted under the following 

co~iditions: 

(a) If a Grade 12 candidate has not met the minimu111 certification 

requi~'e~nents in the final external examination, as contemplated 

in /~ni-r~grri/~h.c. 6 N ~ I L ~  7, b ~ t  requires two si~bjects to obtain a 

NSC. he 01. she may register for a maximum of two subjects in 

the supplemc~~tary examinations in the following year. These 

RATING 

Outstanding achievenient 

Meritorious achievement 

Substantial achievement 

Adequate achievement 

Moderate achievement 

Elenientary achievement 

Not achieved 

PERCENTAGE 

80 - 100 

70 - 79 

60 - 69 

50 - 59 

40 - 49 

30 - 39 

0 - 29 
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two subjects must be subjects that the candidate sat for in the 

previous October/November examination. 

(b) In exceptional cases, candidates who are medically unfit and as 

a r e s ~ ~ l t  are absent from one or more external examinations may 

have the s~~pplernentary examination regarded as part of the 

same sitting. 

(c) Admission to the supplementary examination is at the discretion 

of the Head of Department. 

(d) In cases (a) to (c) above the internal assessmelit of the Grade 12 

year will be used, including practicalloral assesslnent marks 

where applicable. 
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CHAPTER 5 

TIME ALLOCATION FOR SUBJECTS 

17. Time allocation for tile NSC at Level 4 on the NQF 

( I )  In terms ofl~urugrupli 18 of the policy document, the Nulronal Senror 

C'ertifica~c A qualrficatron rrf Level 4 on the Aia/ronul Q1m11fication.s 

Frclnrewor*k (A'QF), the teaching contact time for the NSC at Level 4 on 

the NQF is 27.5 hours per week allocated as follows. 

(a) La~iguages: 9 ~ O L I ~ S  per week, that is, 4,5 hours per week for 

each ofthe two languages; 

(b) Mathenlatical Literacy or Mathematics: 4,s Iiours per week; 

(c) Life Orientation: 2 hours per week; and 

(d)  G ~ O U I )  B s~h jec t s  (I2,O hours): 4.0 1iou1.s per week allocated to 

each of the three Group B s~~bjec ts .  

(2) Table 2 and 3 give a summary of tlie time allocations 
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T A B L E  2: S U M M A R Y  O F  T H E  T l M E  ALLOCATION FOR SUBJECTS 

O F F E R E D  FOR T H E  NCS G R A D E S  10-12 (GENERAL) 

T A B L E  3: S U M M A R Y  O F  T H E  T l M E  ALLOCATION FOR SUBJECTS 

Subject 

Language 

Language 2 (LOLT) 

Matheniatics and Mathematical Literacy 

Life Orientatio~l 

Group B subjects (3 x 4hours) 

Total 

Time allocation 

(hours per week) 

4,5 

4,5 

4 3  

2,o 

12.0 

27,5 

O F F E R E D  BY LEARNERS WITH S P E C I A L  NEEDS 

Life Orientation 

Subject 

Language (LOLT) 

Mathe~natics/Matliematical Literacy 

Time allocation 

(hours per week) 

6,0 

6,O 

(3) The allocated 27.5 Iioi~rs per week may be utilised only for the 

~n in i~num required sub.jects offered by learners with special needs as 

specified above, and tilay not be used for any additional subjects added 

to t11e list 01' minimum subjects. Shoi~ld a learner wish to offer 

additional si~i?jects, additional titnc must be allocated for the offering of 

these subjects. 

Group B sub,jects (2 x 6 hours) 

Total 

12.0 

27,5 
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CHAPTER 6 

REPEAL OF POLICY AND TRANSITIONAL ARMNGEMENTS 

18. Repeal of policy 

( I )  Thc Adci'entlz~n~ to the polrcv doczm17wn/, ihe Nulronal Senior CertSficafe 

A c~zralrf;cutioi~ ut level 4 on the NQF will be introduced in 2006 in 

Grade 10. This means that learners with special needs entering Grade 

12 in 2008 may q~~a l i fy  tor the endorsed NSC on the NQF.  

(2) Tlie policy document, a Riszrr77i of' in.sfruc/ionul progrcrn~mes in 

.c.chool.s. Repori j . iO i_)llO.i/OY) containing the programme requirements 

for the Senior Certificate, as well as the concessions regarding Lower 

Grade s~b jec t s  to be offered only by learners in spec:ial classes or 

special schools, is repealed subject topavagraph 19. 

(3) The special concession regarding the issuing of a Senior Certificate 

co~nprising a combination of Senior Certificate sub.iects and N-subjects 

selected in terms of the policy documents, N~I"I?I.F and standurd.~ ,for 

instruc/ional />rc7gi*amme.s ant/ the exurnination rzncl' certij~cafion thereof' 

in lechnicnl college ehicu/ion, Report 190 (92104) and Formal 

lechnicai c:olle,ge insirztctional progi*anln?es in rhe RSA', Report 19 1 

0, will be terminated for the purpose of the Addendum to the 

policy doc~~men t ,  the National Senior Certificate: A qualification at 

level 4 on the NQF. 

19. Transitional arrangements 

( I )  Unsuccessfi~l Senior Certificate candidates in the Seni,or Certificate 

examination of 2007, will be given an opportunity unt~l hlarch 201 I to 

cotnpiete the Senior Certiticale progralnme. All Senilsr Certificate 
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subjects successfully completed prior to 2006 will be recog~iised for the 

issuing of tlie Senior Certificate until March 201 1. 

(2) No new enrolments of learners with special needs will be accepted in 

Grades 10 for any subjects of Report 550 (2005/09) from 1 January 

2006. 

(3) Learners with special needs in Grade I0 in 2006 will either offer the 

NSC at Level 4 or the NCS with special conditions. 

(4) The Minister Inay, if deemed necessary, in terms of  section^ 3(4))(1) and 

7 of the h1~/llOnff/ Educatloti Poiicy Act, 1996 (Act No 27 of 1996) 

amend the transitional arrangelnents as conternplated in pa~*agr.aph 19. 

Should the Minister regard ~t as essential that such amendments to the 

trans~tio~ial arrangements be regulated, he or she may promulgate such 

regulations in terms ol Seclro,? 61 of the S o ~ ~ l h  African  school^ Act. 

I9Y6 (Act No  84 of 1996) 

20. Commencement and date of implementation 

This policy will commence on the day of its promulgation in tlie Goveunn?ent 

Gazctfc and becomes effective in special schools from January 2006 in Grades 

10, January 2007 in Grade I 1  and January 2008 in Grade 12. 
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DEFINITIONS 

applied competence - the ability to put into practice in the relevant context the exit- 

level Learning Outco~nes and Assessment Standards required for obtaining the 

qualification. 

examination body - a body approved by the Minister of Education to conduct the 

external assessment of all or some of the subjects for the NCS Grades 10 - 12 

(General). 

grade - means that part of an educational programnie, which a learner may co~nplete in 

one school year, or any other education programme, which the Member of the 

Executive Council (MEC) niay deem to be equivalent thereto. 

Head of Department - refers to the Head o f a  provincial education department, 

Head of the Institution - refers to the person appointed as principal or acting as 

principal of a school or the head of any other registered learning institution. 

immigrant candidate: - rel'ers to a learner who enters the South Al'rican school 

system at a late stage and as a result thereof wab not exposed to the fill1 spectrum of all 

the South African official languages. Such a candidate will under certain c:onditions be 

exempted fro111 complying with the language requirements of the NSC (General). 

independent school - is in terms of the South Afi.icrrn Schoo1.c Act, 1996 (Act. No. 84 

of lY96) as amended and the Further Gizrcrrtion and T~uii7ing Acl, 1998 (Act No. 98 of 
I Y Y @ ,  a school or learning it~stitution or distance learning college not registered as a 

public school or Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) centre at a provincial 

education departnient. 
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Internal Assessment - mealis any assessment conducted by the provider, the outcomes 

o f  which count towards the achievement o f  the National Senior Certificate. Internal 

Assessment thus refers to School-Based Assess~nent or Site-Based Assessment. 

language levels - refers to al l  official and non-official languages and may be offered 

at the following three levels. ~ ianie ly  Horne Language, First Additional Language and 

Second Addi l io~ial  Language. t l o ~ n e  Language is first acquired by children through 

imniersion at home, the language in which they think. First Additional language 

provides for levels o f  language proficiency that meet the threshold levels necessary for 

effcctive learning across the c ~ ~ r r i c u l u ~ n .  111 the Second Additional Language the 

eiiiphasis is on listening and spealting sl<ills. 

learner - refers to any person, including part-time learners, receiving education at a 

public or independent school or learning institution linlted to an accredited assessment 

body. 

learners wit11 special needs - are for the purpose o f  this document learners in  special 

schools, or learners in ~nainstream that have been identified and assessed for placement 

in  special schools and that arc on the waiting list for adlnission to special schools. 

National Qualifications Framework (NQF) - is an eight-level framework to provide 

fhr the registration o f  national standards and qualifications. 

National Senior Certificate - is a certificate that w i l l  be awarded in  2008 for the first 

time to candidates who coniply with tile national policy requirements set out in the 

policy document, The /\Jalionu/ Senior (ler?ij;cu~e: A qualification at Level 4 on the 

~V~zfionul Q u ~ r l i f i ~ ~ ~ ~ i o ~ ~ ~ s  F ' I , L I I ~ ~ C ' ~ I > O Y ~  (NQF). 

National Senior Certificate with endorsement for special schools - is a certificate 

that w i l l  be awarded in 2008 for the lirst t ime to candidates wi th special needs who 

comply with the national policy requirenients set out in this document. 
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promotion - the progression of a learner from one grade to the next when that learner 

meets the minimum requirements for the achievenient of o ~ ~ t c o m e s  in the particular 

grade. 

qualification - a planned combination of exit-level Learning Outcomes and 

Assessment Standards, which has a defined p~~rpose  and that is intended to provide 

learners with applied competence and a basis for further learning. This culminates in 

the formal recognition of learning achievement through tlie award of a formal 

certificate. 

school - in this document, a 'school' is a p ~ ~ b l i c  school or an independent scliool which 

enrols learners in Grades 10 to 12. 

Subject Assessment Guidelines - Guideline documents that specify the: internal and 

external assessment requirements Ibr each of tlie listed subjects in the NC'S Grades 10- 

12 (General). 

Umalusi - IJmal~~si,  tlie Council for  Quality Ass~~rance in General and Further 

Education and Training established in terms of the Gener-ui and Fzirthe~ E'dzrculion und 

Tr-nining L)uuii@ A.ssttmnce .4cl, 2001 lAc/ No. 38 gf'2001). 
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